
 

 

SOLIHULL 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

Serving Central Solihull, Olton and Hobs Moat 

Communities 

 

June 2021 Newsletter 

 

“For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 

them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: 
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SOLIHULL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

Based in the town centre, Solihull URC seeks to minister and witness to 
the local community, the wider town and the areas of Olton and Hobs 
Moat where we have formerly had a worshipping presence. 

We share our mission with other Churches and are in partnership with 
others in the community. We invite you to join us as we seek to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

www.solihullurc.org.uk 
www.centralsolihullchurches.org.uk 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

VACANT - Minister 

Gordon Justham - Church Secretary & Elder 

Linda Faber - Mission Enabler & Lettings Administration 

Maureen Butler - Elder (worship & prayer, charities, social activities) 

Barrie Jones - Elder (Property, Health & Safety) 

Elaine Jones - Elder (Administration, Data protection, Catering) 

Jackie Justham - Elder (charities, social activities) 

Ian Carnell – Elder 

Howard Cotes – Elder 

Gordon Laurie - Elder 

Liz Amos - Treasurer 

Areas of special responsibility are listed in brackets. 
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WORSHIP DURING JUNE 
At the time of writing the country is not yet fully out of measures to 
restrict the spread of Covid-19. However the Elders have decided that 
it is safe to open the church for communal worship. Nevertheless we 
are aware that some people may feel uncomfortable in joining us for 
worship whilst Covid-19 is classed as a pandemic. We will therefore 
also broadcast the service via “Zoom” for those who would like to join 
us from home (or other location). 

The Worship leaders for June are: 
6th June 10:00am Mr Gordon Justham - includes 

Communion 
13th June  10:00am  Mrs Linda Faber 
20th June 10:00am  Mr Ian Carnell 
27th June 10:00am Mr Alan Cotgreave 
 

THE LECTIONARY 
Readings for Sundays in June from the Revised Common Lectionary are 
as follows. Please note that worship leaders are not obliged to follow 
the lectionary but you may be interested to know what the lectionary 
readings are for the specified Sundays. The readings in bold are the 
gospel readings for the day. An interesting challenge is to try and 
understand the link between the readings for a particular day. 

6th June - Mark 3.20-35; Psalm 130; Genesis 3.8-15; 2 Corinthians 4.13 
– 5.1  

13th June - Mark 4.26-34; Psalm 92. 1-4 & 12-15; Ezekiel 17.22-24; 2 
Corinthians 5.6-17 

20th June - Mark 4.35-41; Psalm 107.1-3 & 23-32; Job 38.1-11; 2 
Corinthians 6.1-13 

27th June - Mark 5.21-43; Psalm 30; 2 Corinthians 8.7-15 Wisdom of 
Solomon (Apochrypha) 1.13-15 or Lamentations 3.22-33   

Gordon Justham 
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REFLECTION 
Thinking about recent weeks in my life. When shops were opened up 
and we had more freedom. I got really excited and was up and out for 
5 days being very busy.  
 
Then I felt really tired and thought I needed to rest as I’d recently had 
my second covid jab. 
 
Some of my thoughts.  
 
I recognised that I had expanded my daily routine too quickly and 
overdid things. Lesson learned, take things slowly. We have all 
experienced life in a totally new way both physically, emotionally and 
mentally, such big changes. They will all take time to heal and we will 
all be changed by them.  
 
Those tears that we have shed will be part of our healing and laughter 
will give us joy. Sadness and fear when acknowledged will lead to hope. 
“The leaves of the trees will be for the healing of the nations”, this is 
what we all experienced on our walks. 
 
We are a chosen people, chosen by God, loved by God. He is with 
us always by His Spirit. We are committed to each other by His Spirit. 
365 times the bible says do not be afraid. We are called to give 
thanks to The Lord and sing praises.  
 
But we are not allowed to sing at 
present so we need to do something different. Read a psalm of 
praise? The passage “A Time for Everything” is Ecclesiastes 3 v 1-8. I 
think it speaks of all that we have experienced during covid 19. 
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This is a poem by Susan Coolidge: 
 
NEW EVERY MORNING 
Every day is a fresh beginning 
Listen my soul to the glad refrain 
And, spite of old sorrows 
And older sinning 
Trouble forecast 
And possible pain 
Take heart with the day and begin again. 
 
Christine Evans 
 
 
 
 

ETERNAL WALL OF ANSWERED PRAYER 
 

The latest news from the organisers building this Monument to 
answered prayer that will be built in the West midlands: 
 
We are the bearers of GOOD NEWS! 
 
Not only are plans steaming ahead for the road to be built in 
September but we have a potential contractor! 
 
So where are we now? 
 
We have the land • We have the design • We have planning permission 
• We have the road being built • We have our contractor in place. 
 
NOW we are approaching the moment of truth - the start of 
construction! 

 
Linda Faber 
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CHRISTIAN AID 
I would like to thank everyone who has already contributed online by 
using the e-envelope set up for those associated with Solihull United 
Reformed Church to make donations directly to Christian Aid.  Gift Aid 
can be added.  You can still access this by following the link below -
https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/solihull-united-
reformed-church?channel=copy  
 
Now the Church is re-opening for worship, over the next 2 weeks there 
will also be Christian Aid Envelopes available for you to make donations 
via cash or cheque. Please put your donations in the plate provided. I 
hope to give you the total raised in next month’s newsletter. Many 
thanks. 
 
Myles Ensor 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 300,000 STEP CHALLENGE 
I can now confirm that I have surpassed my 300,000 step challenge a 
week ahead of schedule as I managed over 100,000 steps each week. I 
would like to thank everyone who has already sponsored me as it 
certainly helped encourage me especially during the wetter, muddier 
walks particularly over the last week. It proved my old walking boots 
leak! My huge thanks also go to those intrepid walkers who braved 

The climate emergency is 

one of the greatest 

injustices we face. 

Together we can stop this 

climate crisis. 
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often inclement weather to accompany me.  It was lovely to try some 
new walks along with tried and tested ones and to catch up with 
friends after the necessary separation of the pandemic and to share 
some lovely walks surrounded by God’s creation.  The sun did come 
out occasionally too which is always a bonus.  
 
There is still time to sponsor me via Just Giving 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Julia-Ensor-300Kstepchallenge   
Over the next 3 weeks there will also be a plate out in Church for 
donations via cash or cheque should you feel able to make a 
contribution.  Thank you. 
 
Julia Ensor 
 

 

  (All answers are songs titles) 

  1.  Beyond the spectrum (9,4,3,7) - Somewhere Over the Rainbow 
  2.  A number of coloured containers (3,5,7) - Ten Green Bottles 
  3.  How I want things done (2,3) - My Way 
  4.  Astonishing princess (7,5) - Amazing Grace 
  5.  Metal digit (10) - Gold Finger 
  6.  Battle station (8) - Waterloo 
  7.  Aging burger king owned land (3,8,3,1,4) - Old McDonald  
       Had A Farm 
  8.  Thistle (6,2,8) - Flower of Scotland 
  9.  Dancing girl (8,7) - Waltzing Matilda 
10. Result of joining a rambling club (5,5,4,5) - You’ll Never Walk Alone 
11. Japanese residence (5,2,3,6,3) - House of the Rising Sun 
12.  Mad dog (3,4,5) - The Wild Rover 



8 

13.  Dwarf celebration (5,8) - Happy Birthday 
14.  Mope about Clyde (4,5) - Moon River 
15.  Released song (9,6) - Unchained Melody 
16.  Today will be tomorrow (9) - Yesterday 
17.  Delivered without charge (4,4) - Born Free 
18.  Push composer round and round (4,4,9) - Roll Over Beethoven 
19.  The Glasgow Fair (6,7) - Summer Holiday 
20.  Splatter cash (3,7) - Big Spender 
21.  Like the passing of the years (2,4,4,2) - As Time Goes By 
22.  No noise (3,5,2,7) - The Sound of Silence 
23.  Dawn chorus (3,6,4) - The Birdie Song 
24.  Miss O’Hara strips (7,7) - Scarlett Ribbons 
25.  Key lime, for example (8,3) - American Pie 
26.  Promise a reunion (4,4,5) - We’ll Meet Again 
27.  Where CA has a room (5,10) - Hotel California 
28.  Hush-hush, darling (6,4) - Secret Love 
29.  Cowardly U.S. girl (3,6,4,2,5) - The Yellow Rose of Texas 
30.  Methuselah Trent (3,3,5) - Old Man River 

 
Pentecost Sunday 

 
I had many favourable comments about the 
decoration of the cross for Pentecost Sunday. If 
you have any ideas of things that we can do in 
the church or in any of the rooms please step 
forward. Linda 
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LOOKING AFTER GOD’S WORLD 
Single use plastic has been a big issue in the media in recent years. So 
many of us regularly use bags brought from home for our shopping 
rather than taking the single use bags from the supermarket like we 
used to.  
 
There are important reasons for doing this. We have begun to 
understand the huge problem of disposal with so much plastic now 
circulating in our land environment, oceans or microscopically 
contaminating the food chain. Plastic is a really useful product and it is 
not wrong to make good use of it, but there is a legitimate call for us to 
take an even closer look at our use of those plastics which are useful 
just the once and then thrown away. We really need to do better. 
  
Other than taking your own bags shopping, what other ways can you 
reduce your use of single use plastic? Here are some ideas. Let me 
know of other ideas and we can share them another month. 
 

 Choose items which are packaged in a sustainable way either in 
paper or in plastic that can be recycled. 

 Buy loose fruit and vegetables and take your own net bags to 
hold them (Sainsburys sells these in their shops—I bought some 
and then I use them in a different supermarket!) 

 Find a second and third use for items that come into your 
home. 

 Leave plastic hangers at the shop when you buy clothes. 

 Buy 1 larger packet of food rather than 2 smaller ones (but only 
if the food isn’t going to be wasted!) 

 Wash plastic bags and use them again. 

 Use a cloth rather than kitchen towels. (Rolls of kitchen towels 
usually come wrapped in plastic) (not plastic but less wasteful is 
also to use a hanky rather than tissues) 

 
Make deliberate choices about single use plastic. Is there really no 
alternative?  Linda Faber 
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CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION IS A GLOBAL REALITY 
At least 340 million Christians around the world experience systematic 
discrimination, unfair treatment and persecution. That means 1 in 8 
Christians are affected by ‘extreme’, ‘very high’ or ‘high’ levels of 
persecution in 74 countries. 
  
Open Doors assembles a list of the top 50 where there is the most 
extreme persecution and asks us to pray for them. 
  
This month: North Korea 
Being discovered as a Christian in North Korea is a death sentence. you 
will be taken to a labour camp as a political criminal, if you aren’t killed 
instantly. Few believers survive. And everyone in your family will share 
the same punishment.  
 
Many Christians keep their faith entirely hidden, even from their 
families. Secret police carry out raids to identify Christians, and 
children are encouraged to tell their teachers about any sign of faith in 
their parent’s home. A Christian is never safe. 
 
Open Doors secret workers are keeping 90,000 North Korean believers 
alive with vital food and aid through networks in China, as well as 
providing shelter and training for North Korean refugees in China. 
 
Pray 

 For strength and survival for North Korea’s secret believers 

 that God would sustain Christians in horrendous labour camps 

 that God would tear down the strongholds of the ruling Kim 
dynasty and replace them with His Kingdom. 

  
 Linda Faber 
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AMUSING STORY 1 
A minister was completing a temperance sermon. With great 
sentiment he said, “If I had all the beer in the world, I’d take it, and 
pour it into the river.” 
 
With even greater emphasis he said, “And if I had all the wine in the 
world, I’d take it, and pour it into the river.” 
 
And then finally, he said, “And if I had all the whisky in the world, I’d 
take it, and pour it into the river.” The sermon complete, he then sat 
down. 
 
The song leader stood, very cautiously, and announced with a smile, 
“For our closing song, let us sing Hymn #518: ‘Shall We Gather at the 
River’.” 

 
 

AMUSING STORY 2 
A government officer stopped at a farm in Yorkshire, and talked with 
an old farmer’s wife. 
 
He told her, "I need to inspect your farm for illegally grown drugs." 
The farmer’s wife said, "Okay, but don't go in that field over there.....", 
as she pointed out the location. 
 
The government officer verbally exploded saying, "Madam, I have the 
authority of the UK Government with me!" 
Reaching into his rear trouser pocket, he removed his badge and 
proudly displayed it to the farmer’s wife. 
  
"See this badge?! This badge means I am allowed to go wherever I 
wish.... On any land!! No questions asked or answers given!! Have I 
made myself clear......do you understand?!!" 
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The farmer’s wife nodded politely, apologized, and went about her 
chores. 
 
A short time later, the old lady heard loud screams, looked up, and saw 
the government officer running for his life, being chased by the farm's 
big bull...... 
 
With every step the bull was gaining ground on the officer, and it 
seemed likely that he'd sure enough get gored before he reached 
safety. The officer was clearly terrified. 
 
The farmer’s wife threw down her chicken feed, ran to the fence and 
yelled at the top of her lungs.....                 
 
"Your badge, show him your BADGE........!!" 

 
Ian Carnell 

 
 

STUDY GROUP 
Following the positive experience of the Lent discussion group, 
participants asked if we could organise another, similar, thing. 
 
Beginning Tuesday 8th June 10.30-11.30 on Zoom we will be holding 
another series of discussions to which you are warmly invited. The 
series will be 5-6 weeks in duration and if you can’t make all of the 
sessions you are welcome to join in anyway. 
 
Following some ideas submitted by those who came to the Lent group 
we will be looking at “What is in the Bible?” Looking at the broad 
history, the structure of the collection etc. If you would like to join in 
please let me know so I can ensure you receive the Zoom links. 
 
Linda Faber 
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TALKING JESUS—WHAT CAN I DO? 
‘Talking Jesus’ is a handbook reporting a major piece of research about 
the Christian faith in this country conducted on behalf of the Church of 
England, Evangelical Alliance and HOPE. Here is some information from 
it. 
  
In the survey it was discovered that 7% of adults were practicing 
Christians (read the Bible independently at least once a week and 
attend church at least monthly). 
  
51% said they were ‘non-practicing Christians’ - people who call 
themselves Christian but who don’t pray, read the Bible or attend 
church regularly. 9% said they hadn’t made up their minds about God. 
That means that 60% of adults are potentially open to Christianity but 
are undecided about making a commitment to God—what an 
opportunity. 
  
Who knows us? 
Two thirds of non-Christian adults in England say they know a 
practicing Christian—and that person is most likely to be a friend (40%) 
or family member (33%). What great openings we have as Christians to 
be sharing Jesus with the people we live alongside.  
 
It is important to know that only 1% of adults think of a church leader 
as their first point of contact with Christianity so we can’t leave the 
task of making Jesus known to the ‘professionals’. We all have a story 
to tell and a unique set of friendships, connections and opportunities. 
  
What do people think of us? 
The survey shows that non-Christians of all ages like the Christians that 
they know. They are much more likely to describe us as ‘friendly’, 
‘caring’, or ‘generous’ with very small proportions using negative words 
to describe the Christian they know like ‘homophobic’, ‘uptight’, 
‘hypocritical’ or ‘narrow-minded’. 
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What does this mean for me? 
People view the Christians they know really positively. How can this 
encourage you in your witness? 
 
Two-thirds of non-Christian adults (67%) say they know a practicing 
Christian. How can we talk with them about Jesus? 
 
A third of non-Christian adults as well as 45% of non-Christian young 
people say they don’t know an active Christian, or aren’t sure if they 
know one. Let’s be intentional. Who could you make friends with 
outside of your normal circle? 

 
Linda Faber 
 
 
 

POEM 
“Hope” is the thing with feathers - 
That perches in the soul - 
And sings the tune without the words - 
And never stops - at all - 
 
And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 
And sore must be the storm - 
That could abash the little Bird 
That kept so many warm - 
 
I’ve heard it in the chillest land - 
And on the strangest Sea - 
Yet - never - in Extremity, 
It asked a crumb - of me. 
 
Emily Dickinson (1830 – 1886) 
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TOTS AND TALES 
 

Tots and Tales our baby and toddler group has started up again. Small 
children have had no opportunity to socialize with others and those who care 
for them have found the last year very lonely. So after looking at what we are, 
and are not, allowed to do, we found a way to make the group work.  

There are spaces available if you know anyone who would like to come along  
to the group so spread the word please. If you would like to join in with 
helping please speak to me about it. We would very much like some more 
help. We meet in the hall on Thursday mornings during the school term time 
10-11.30am. Linda 

 
PRINTED NEWSLETTERS 

If you have been receiving a digital copy of the newsletter and you would 
rather collect a paper copy from church please let me know. Linda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 

KEY CONTACTS & INFORMATION 
 
Minister  
VACANT 
 
Church Secretary 
Mr. Gordon Justham: 07540 289855 - 01564 776229 - 
gordonjustham@talktalk.net 
 
Website 
www.solihullurc.org.uk 
 
Hall Lettings: 07925 573259 
 
Generations Project - enabling the Church in care homes 

www.generationssolihull.org.uk    generationssolihull@icloud.com 
 
Moments (currently not meeting) 

Mondays 10am—12 noon@ Central Solihull 
 
 
 
 

 

 
JULY/AUGUST 2021 NEWSLETTER 

Material for the July/August 2021 edition 

Is due to Stuart Mills: 07931 614393 

stuartkmills@gmail.com 

by Sunday 27th June please. 


