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KEY CONTACTS & INFORMATION 
 
Minister  
Revd. Mark Fisher     07950399615   0121 291 4726 
   mjf.urc@me.com 
 
Church Secretary 
Mr Gordon Justham    07540 289855  01564 776229 
   gordonjustham@talktalk.net 
 
Website 
   www.solihullurc.org.uk 
 
Hall Lettings in Hobs Moat, Olton or Christ Church – 
       details are on the website. 
 
Generations Project - enabling the Church in care homes 
   www.generationssolihull.org.uk       
   generationssolihull@icloud.com 
 
Moments - a dementia cafe 
  Mondays 10am—12 noon@ Christ Church 
  Details from Mark Fisher - contacts above 
 

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 

Material for the September edition 

Is due to Stuart Mills: 07931 614393 

stuartkmills@gmail.com 

by Sunday 20th August please. 

  

JULY/AUGUST 2017 NEWSLETTER 

 
  

Lord of All Faithfulness … thank you for shaping us to be a 
people who yearn to praise your name, even when the wounds 

in us and in the world are deep and dire. 

 

For you see everything you make, and you rejoice in everything 
you have made. Open our eyes to see your joy all around us. 

Open our hands to serve you with gladness, and to strive for 
justice and peace in all the earth.  

 

And open our hearts to love one another as your Son – Jesus 
our Brother – first loved us, that our joy, like his, might be 

complete.  

 

May your love in our eyes, the grace of Christ in our hands, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit in our hearts make a joyful 

noise in the world today and every day. 

 

Amen. 

 SOLIHULL 
          United Reformed Church  

   Christ Church—Hobs Moat—Olton 
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FROM OUR POSTBAG—SPRING 2017 

Three of our Trustees went out in March and visited the schools 
and met with our sponsored students.  They brought greetings 
from their sponsors and gifts purchased by EducAid Africa for each 
student.  This was certainly appreciated by each one visited and 
some of the letters mention the joy they felt when visited at their 
school. 

I really appreciate you for sending us some of your representatives 
to come to talk to us.  They taught me a lot and I learned a lot.  We 
really interacted and socialised freely with them.  I thank you so 
much for the gifts that I got. 

I need to give you thanks for sacrificing your time and coming to my 
school to visit me.  I enjoyed it so much – especially the time for 
taking photographs.  Your advice gave me great hope – for that may 
God bless you. 

My mother was very grateful when I told her that you had visited 
me at school.  She said she would have liked to have met you.  I 
promised her that when you visit me next time I will inform her. 

I am filled with happiness that cannot be compared because I had 
been looking forward to seeing you and eager to hear from you and 
the day finally came when you arrived at our school with your 
colleagues.  I will never forget that day in my life because it was so 
special for me.  I really appreciated the gifts that you brought for 
me.  I loved them – they were good and so interesting. May the Lord 
bless you abundantly and I am praying that you pay me another 
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Not difficult, but hard! … Mark reflects on some decisions. 

Concerned about the future for the groups who use our Olton 
premises for their activities we have explored, over a period of twelve 
months, whether a partnership with a representative community 
group could continue to enable the premises to serve them. Legal 
restraints mean that we in the church would need to sustain a level of 
engagement and responsibility for which we do not have the capacity. 
The Quinquennial Survey (2 years ago) identified a considerable 
amount of basic repairs which, at this time down the line, become 
urgent. Again, we do not have the capacity to manage or finance 
these. On the basis of these facts, it is not difficult for us to 
acknowledge that withdrawal from our Olton premises is wise 
stewardship. 

However, it is extremely hard to make such a decision after over a 
century of presence in this particular place, with the lights and 
shadows of experience and history that have illuminated so many 
lives in different ways.  

Our premises have been a resource for both Christian mission and 
community activity and we continue to recognise a calling, along with 
our friends in neighbouring churches, to enable people to explore 
Christian faith and encounter Jesus Christ. Our faithful understanding 
of God’s gifts in life means that we would wish to continue supporting 
a variety of community activities in whatever way we can. 

We should, perhaps, not be surprised that we are needing to ‘move 
on’ because that is the way God works. Abraham was a nomad. Moses 
and the Israelites, though they carried with them the promise of a 
settled land in their 40 year trek were only given resources enough for 
one day at a time. For their descendants the ‘Wailing Wall’ is currently 
the only remnant of God’s ‘home’ in the Temple of Jerusalem and not 
a central feature for Jewish faith. For those who recognised God’s 
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calling in Jesus discipleship always seems to have been a matter of 
‘keeping up’ with Jesus and discovering that the journey looks 
beyond this life to something that is eternal. In the season of 
Pentecost we continue to celebrate that gift of God’s Holy Spirit, 
who persuaded Christians out of Jerusalem to live by faith, and in 
the certain presence of God, across the known world. The Church 
only found any establishment when integrated within the Roman 
Empire, but has also sought to maintain an independent voice for 
the Kingdom of God whichever country it is within. 

Our own history is one of freedom from establishment and, while 
our Church Meetings are often not a good example of charismatic 
faith, we do seek to be faithful to Christ and the leading of the Holy 
Spirit above all things. 

This is the context for our decision-making. Moving on is hard, but 
we do so inspired and strengthened by that same Spirit of God. At 
our Church Meeting on Sunday 16th July we will need to make a 
decision regarding our future presence in Olton. This will be about 
the premises but also, and perhaps more importantly, about our 
continued mission and witness to that community. This is a matter 
for all of us who are members of Solihull URC and I would 
encourage your prayerful consideration of these things prior to the 
meeting. 

Mark 
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POEM FOR EDUCAID AFRICA 

So weak I was, 

Ignorant and hungry 

No books to read 

No desks to sit at, 

No porridge to take 

No balls to play in the field 

Strong now I am, 

Intelligent and healthy, 

The porridge every term 

The books I read and write 

The balls I play in the field 

All from Educaid 

Not forgetting my teachers 

A stack of milk for tea 

Not just a privilege, 

But a favour to Malau village 

Thanks be to Educaid! 

The giving hand is always up, 

God bless the giving hand 

God bless Educaid 

God bless our sponsors! 

 

Written by Margaret Kombe. Class Teacher at Malau Primary 
School, Kenya  and recited by all of the class to some of the 

Trustees on their recent visit. 
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LETTER FROM SOLIHULL URC’S SPONSORED PUPIL 

Some of you may not realise that we, as a church, have supported 
EducAid Africa in the past. EducAid Africa supports some Christian 
schools in the Mombasa area and sponsors needy individual pupils for 
their secondary education – something that has a definite and 
positive effect on their future lives. 

Currently Solihull United Reformed Church sponsors a boy at St 
George’s High School in Kaloleni.  He has sent us a letter. (Bear in 
mind that English is his third language) 

To Solihull United Reformed Church 

I hope that you are all fine and well there. I am also fine here in St 
George’s High School. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your 
support from the first year to this third year of my Secondary 
education.  May I briefly describe my life in this school. 

Honestly my life is very fine, I don’t have any problem that interferes 
with my education. I always work hard to achieve my goals.  I 
always use my free time reading novels and playing football.  My 
favourite subject is mathematics.  The term was a bit tough and I 
managed to score C+ (overall). 

May I also thank all of you for the gift you sent to me.  I really like it 
and may God bless you. 

Yours faithfully 

Salim Munga 

In his end of term report he got a D+ for English, a C+ for Swahili, a B+ 
for mathematics, an A for biology, D for Physics, C- for chemistry, C+ 
for History and Government and C+ for Business Studies. 

May I thank you for the difference that you are making in this boy’s 
life. 

Ian Carnell 

5 

DIARY for JULY 

Sunday 2nd 10am: Holy Communion @ Christ Church - Mark Fisher 

                       1pm: Churches Together in Olton Picnic @ The Friary 

Monday 3rd 10am: Community Prayers @ Olton 

                        10am: Moments Cafe @ Christ Church 

                        10.30am: Job Advice @ Christ Church 

Tuesday 4th 11am: Worship @ St Francis Lodge 

Wednesday 5th 10am: Make & Mend - mission planning @ Christ    
    Church 

Thursday 6th 10am: Tots & Tales @ Christ Church 

                          2pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 

Sunday 9th 10am: Worship @ Christ Church -  Mark Fisher 

Monday 10th 10am:  Moments Cafe @ Christ Church 

Tuesday 11th 10.30am:  Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ Hobs 
       Moat 

                           11am: Holy Communion @ Hampton House 

Thursday 13th 10am: Tots & Tales @ Christ Church 

                            2pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 

Sunday 16th 10am: Worship @ Christ Church - Mark Fisher 

                        11am: Church Meeting @ Christ Church 

Monday 17th 10am: Moments Cafe @ Christ Church 

                          10.30am: Job Advice @ Christ Church 
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Tuesday 18th 11am:  Worship @ Tudor Lodge 

Wednesday 19th 10am: Worship @ The Grove 

Thursday 20th 10am:  Tots & Tales @ Christ Church 

                            10am: Hobs Moat Prayer Group 

                            2pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 

Sunday 23rd 10am: Worship @ Christ Church 

Monday 24th 10am: Moments Cafe 

                          10.30am: Job Advice @ Christ Church 

Tuesday 25th 10 .30am: Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ Hobs                
       Moat 

                           12.30pm: Solihull Prayer Lunch @ Christ Church 

Sunday 30th 10am: Worship @ Christ Church - Gordon Justham 

 

DIARY for AUGUST 

Tuesday 1st 10am: Messy Church @ Christ Church 

Sunday 6th 10am:  Holy Communion @ Christ Church - Ann  
        Tempest 

Sunday 13th 10am:  Worship @ Christ Church - Mark Fisher 

Sunday 20th 10am:  Worship @ Christ Church - Mark Fisher 

Sunday 27th 10am:  Worship @ Christ Church - Mark Fisher 
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CHURCH TREES; A NEW MEETING PLACE? 

Whether it is folklore, myth or a true historical fact there has always 
a link between churches and trees. In the UK the story goes that the 
first churches were built near a tree. This tree, possibly a Yew, was 
always claimed to be the original meeting place of the congregation. 
If you walk round an old church, you will probably find that you will 
find one (Yew) very close to the churches entrance. Modern day 
churches try to (whether intentionally or not) still have a tree close 
to their entrances, but not always a Yew. Many types of trees can 
now be found. Have a look round a church’s grounds and spot how 
many types you can find. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Cherry tree grows next to the entrance of the Hobs Moat United 
Reformed Church, Faulkner Road. Was this planted to maintain the 
tradition?  

Article and Photo by Ian Mills 
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CHURCH MEETING   

Sunday 16th July following Worship 

Two key items for this meeting will be : 

 A decision regarding our future presence in Olton   

 Our programme for the Autumn 

HOBS MOAT COFFEE MORNING DATES 2017 

Listed below are the dates for the Hobs Moat coffee mornings 
which take place at Hobs Moat on a Tuesday between 10.30 am and 
12 noon, for the rest of 2017. 
 
Tuesday 11 July 
                25 July 
                 8 August 
                 22 August 
                 5 September 
                 19 September 
                 3 October 
                 17 October  
                 31 October  
                 14 November 
                 28 November  
                 12 December 
                 9 January 2018 
 
Thank you for all your help. God bless and best wishes, 
Annette Williams 



8 

FOOD FOR THE SOUL 

In the past year or so I seem to have developed an insatiable 
appetite – but not for food fortunately as I’d be the size of a house if 
so!  My insatiable appetite has much more to do with my spirit 
which is very demanding lately.  It constantly longs for knowledge, 
wisdom and truth. 

Coming to church helps enormously in the satisfaction for the spirit.  
By the end of the service, during which I have listened to Bible 
readings and the all important sermon – and I have sung and talked 
to God in prayer, my yearning spirit feels much better.  I write down 
quotes to take home as you know and that is helpful too but the 
spirit doesn’t remain satiated for long and then it starts yearning 
again – for more!  You would have thought that with age it would be 
much more easily satisfied – but it isn’t!  It keeps pestering me 
wanting to know more, to understand more, day by day. 

This insatiable appetite of the spirit is partly due to the fact that I 
sense my ‘clock of life’ is ticking away and the spirit keeps wanting to 
know more and more before the body decides it has had enough and 
‘time is up!’ 

The older I get the more convinced I am that our bodies are like the 
chrysalis of a butterfly – just a temporary sheath or shell in which the 
spirit lives for a while.  Quite where in the body the spirit resides is 
open to debate.  I used to think that my spirit was part of my brain 
but the brain gets very distracted by demands from the body for 
drinks, food, warmth and clothing.  Therefore it seems to me we are 
three parts, body, mind and spirit – and all have needs and are 
demanding! 

So how do we satisfy our spiritual needs throughout the week, not 
just on Sundays?  Strangely the answer has only just dawned on me 
– sorry God I am a very slow learner in this respect.  And just in case 
it hasn’t dawned on you I thought I’d share it! 
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COACH TRIPPERS UNITED 

 

 

Althorp 

Thursday 17th August 

 

Althorp was the home of Diana, Princess of Wales and has been the 
Spencer family home since 1508.  There are 19 rooms to discover in 
the company of a tour guide.  Wander round the gardens, the 
arboretum, the Spencer exhibition and the stables.  

As we are not booked in for Althorp until 11.45, we shall be visiting 
Ryton Pools Country Park first where there are some nice nature 
walks and a café. 

The total cost of the day will be no more than £30. 

The person to contact if you would like to come is Val Cross on 706 
9687. Please contact her at least ten days before the event, so that 
the coach can be booked. 
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COACH TRIPPERS UNITED 
 

 

Hull, City of Culture 2017 

Thursday 20th July 

 

We are hoping to enter this city via the new(ish) Humber Bridge. 
Stretching 2,220 metres, it was the longest in the world when it was 
first opened in 1981. 

What is there to do/see in Hull? There is the historic old town and 
entrance to all museums and galleries is free. The Maritime Museum, 
the Transport Museum and the Wilberforce Museum are of particular 
interest. 

Deep is one of the most spectacular aquariums in the world, home to 
thousands of fish (we are in Hull, after all) and a colony of Gentoo 
penguins.  

There is also an open top bus service. 

The coach will leave Olton URC at 8.30am.  The fare will remain at £18 
which includes a tip for the driver, and any surplus will be used to 
subsidise admission fees. 

The person to contact if you would like to come is Val Cross on 706 
9687. Please contact her at least ten days before the event, so that the 
coach can be booked. 
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The answer is in reading the Bible at least once or twice during the 
day.  I felt ashamed when one dear friend from church told me he 
had used his Bible so much it had worn out and he had to buy 
another.  Similarly another friend tells me she reads her Bible twice 
daily.  There is prayer too of course – but there I can honestly say I 
seem to talk to God on and off throughout the day. 

So where do I start with my daily Bible reading?  Do I begin with 
Genesis and work my way through – or should I just dip in randomly 
to various places?   God has messages on every page of course.  And 
should I read a few verses or a whole chapter?  What do you do I 
wonder?  Is your spirit constantly fed by reading the Bible daily?  In 
which case I feel sure you have a few tips to share with us all please! 

Smiles and blessings, Carol 

 

GARDEN OPEN 
 The Marie Curie hospice garden in Marsh Lane will be open to the 
public under The National Garden Scheme on Sunday 2 of July from 
11-00am to 4-00 pm. 

Adults: £3-50 Children: Free. 

 
The Daffodil Choir will be singing at 2:00pm.Tea and cake will be 
available. There is wheelchair access and dogs are welcome. Plants 
will be for sale. Parking for blue badge holders only at the hospice, 
but spaces available at Solihull School.  
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FELLOWSHIP PRAYERS 

Housebound or in Care 
Doris Thompson  celebrated her 100th birthday on Wednesday 14th 
June. We hold Doris and her family in our prayers. 
Pam Tovey, The Jenkins Family, Norma Clement, Alf Roberts, Maureen 
Bellamy, Jean Mather, Joan Shaw, Beryl Pullin, Vera Atherley, Thelma 
and Phil Phillips, Kath Bishop  
Health issues or increased frailty 
We pray for God's blessing on our friends who need our thoughts       
and prayers at this time: 

Sheila Schwartz, Vera Thomas, Thea, Eunice Thomson, Margaret 
Toogood, Sheila Durant,  Margaret Agnew, Irene Lambert and partner 
Keith, Irene Kettle, Andrea and Phil Holt, Pat Combe and family, 
Rosalind Smart, Peggy Crosby and Celia Stephens.  

Bereavement 
The funeral of Joyce Rickwood took place on 14th June. Joyce and 
George (who died in January) were members of Christ Church in years 
past. Joyce looked after the Cradle Roll and helped with flowers etc. 
We thank God for her life and hold Colin, Diane and the family in our 
prayers.  
We send love to all mentioned above and keep them, their families  
and carers in our prayers each day.  May all our friends and neighbours 
who are in need feel the strength of our support. 
Others to whom we relate within our life and mission: 
For our friends in the Moments Café living, coping and struggling  with 
the impact of dementia, including those who are carers. 

For the pre-school children and their parents/carers who enjoy Tots & 
Tales. 

For those who gather for the Neighbourhood Coffee Morning. 

For the uniformed organisations and their leaders (Cubs, Beavers, 
Brownies and Rainbows). 
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For the ‘Olton Community Centre Joint Management Group’,          
including some of our own folk, as we work together seeking means 
to maintain our premises for the use of the community and as a      
resource for us. 

Thank You 

Myra Burton:  I would like to thank Marion Batten for visiting my 
Mother every month and dropping the newsletter off. My mother, 
Elsie Anna Burton who is 99 in September attended OURC for about 
25 years as did my father and I. We all sang in the choir. I am so 
grateful to the community of the church and the care Marion took to 
visit mum in Redditch to keep her in the church family. Mum hasn't 
been very mobile for several years now but she is sharper than I and 
crafts every day. Marion's care has meant a lot to mum and I. I hope 
to get in touch with Marion and visit her in her new home. She's 
special, as are the Community of OURC. 

Congratulations 

Peter and Irene Bound's daughter Elizabeth's marriage will take place 
on the 15th of July to James Andrews. 
We wish the whole family the happiest of days, and the couple much 
joy in their future life together.  

Congratulations to Vicky and Matt who married in Vicky's home 
church in Hull on 3rd June. We trust they had a marvellous day and 
pray every blessing for their future life together. 

 

‘As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and forever. 
Amen.’ 

Common Worship: Daily Prayer © The Archbishops' Council 2005 
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COACH TRIPPERS UNITED 
 

 

Hull, City of Culture 2017 

Thursday 20th July 

 

We are hoping to enter this city via the new(ish) Humber Bridge. 
Stretching 2,220 metres, it was the longest in the world when it was 
first opened in 1981. 

What is there to do/see in Hull? There is the historic old town and 
entrance to all museums and galleries is free. The Maritime Museum, 
the Transport Museum and the Wilberforce Museum are of particular 
interest. 

Deep is one of the most spectacular aquariums in the world, home to 
thousands of fish (we are in Hull, after all) and a colony of Gentoo 
penguins.  

There is also an open top bus service. 

The coach will leave Olton URC at 8.30am.  The fare will remain at £18 
which includes a tip for the driver, and any surplus will be used to 
subsidise admission fees. 

The person to contact if you would like to come is Val Cross on 706 
9687. Please contact her at least ten days before the event, so that the 
coach can be booked. 
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The answer is in reading the Bible at least once or twice during the 
day.  I felt ashamed when one dear friend from church told me he 
had used his Bible so much it had worn out and he had to buy 
another.  Similarly another friend tells me she reads her Bible twice 
daily.  There is prayer too of course – but there I can honestly say I 
seem to talk to God on and off throughout the day. 

So where do I start with my daily Bible reading?  Do I begin with 
Genesis and work my way through – or should I just dip in randomly 
to various places?   God has messages on every page of course.  And 
should I read a few verses or a whole chapter?  What do you do I 
wonder?  Is your spirit constantly fed by reading the Bible daily?  In 
which case I feel sure you have a few tips to share with us all please! 

Smiles and blessings, Carol 
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 The Marie Curie hospice garden in Marsh Lane will be open to the 
public under The National Garden Scheme on Sunday 2 of July from 
11-00am to 4-00 pm. 

Adults: £3-50 Children: Free. 

 
The Daffodil Choir will be singing at 2:00pm.Tea and cake will be 
available. There is wheelchair access and dogs are welcome. Plants 
will be for sale. Parking for blue badge holders only at the hospice, 
but spaces available at Solihull School.  
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The older I get the more convinced I am that our bodies are like the 
chrysalis of a butterfly – just a temporary sheath or shell in which the 
spirit lives for a while.  Quite where in the body the spirit resides is 
open to debate.  I used to think that my spirit was part of my brain 
but the brain gets very distracted by demands from the body for 
drinks, food, warmth and clothing.  Therefore it seems to me we are 
three parts, body, mind and spirit – and all have needs and are 
demanding! 

So how do we satisfy our spiritual needs throughout the week, not 
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– sorry God I am a very slow learner in this respect.  And just in case 
it hasn’t dawned on you I thought I’d share it! 
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Althorp was the home of Diana, Princess of Wales and has been the 
Spencer family home since 1508.  There are 19 rooms to discover in 
the company of a tour guide.  Wander round the gardens, the 
arboretum, the Spencer exhibition and the stables.  
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Tuesday 18th 11am:  Worship @ Tudor Lodge 

Wednesday 19th 10am: Worship @ The Grove 

Thursday 20th 10am:  Tots & Tales @ Christ Church 

                            10am: Hobs Moat Prayer Group 

                            2pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 

Sunday 23rd 10am: Worship @ Christ Church 

Monday 24th 10am: Moments Cafe 

                          10.30am: Job Advice @ Christ Church 

Tuesday 25th 10 .30am: Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ Hobs                
       Moat 

                           12.30pm: Solihull Prayer Lunch @ Christ Church 

Sunday 30th 10am: Worship @ Christ Church - Gordon Justham 

 

DIARY for AUGUST 

Tuesday 1st 10am: Messy Church @ Christ Church 

Sunday 6th 10am:  Holy Communion @ Christ Church - Ann  
        Tempest 

Sunday 13th 10am:  Worship @ Christ Church - Mark Fisher 

Sunday 20th 10am:  Worship @ Christ Church - Mark Fisher 

Sunday 27th 10am:  Worship @ Christ Church - Mark Fisher 
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CHURCH TREES; A NEW MEETING PLACE? 

Whether it is folklore, myth or a true historical fact there has always 
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always claimed to be the original meeting place of the congregation. 
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find one (Yew) very close to the churches entrance. Modern day 
churches try to (whether intentionally or not) still have a tree close 
to their entrances, but not always a Yew. Many types of trees can 
now be found. Have a look round a church’s grounds and spot how 
many types you can find. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Cherry tree grows next to the entrance of the Hobs Moat United 
Reformed Church, Faulkner Road. Was this planted to maintain the 
tradition?  

Article and Photo by Ian Mills 
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LETTER FROM SOLIHULL URC’S SPONSORED PUPIL 

Some of you may not realise that we, as a church, have supported 
EducAid Africa in the past. EducAid Africa supports some Christian 
schools in the Mombasa area and sponsors needy individual pupils for 
their secondary education – something that has a definite and 
positive effect on their future lives. 

Currently Solihull United Reformed Church sponsors a boy at St 
George’s High School in Kaloleni.  He has sent us a letter. (Bear in 
mind that English is his third language) 

To Solihull United Reformed Church 

I hope that you are all fine and well there. I am also fine here in St 
George’s High School. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your 
support from the first year to this third year of my Secondary 
education.  May I briefly describe my life in this school. 

Honestly my life is very fine, I don’t have any problem that interferes 
with my education. I always work hard to achieve my goals.  I 
always use my free time reading novels and playing football.  My 
favourite subject is mathematics.  The term was a bit tough and I 
managed to score C+ (overall). 

May I also thank all of you for the gift you sent to me.  I really like it 
and may God bless you. 

Yours faithfully 

Salim Munga 

In his end of term report he got a D+ for English, a C+ for Swahili, a B+ 
for mathematics, an A for biology, D for Physics, C- for chemistry, C+ 
for History and Government and C+ for Business Studies. 

May I thank you for the difference that you are making in this boy’s 
life. 

Ian Carnell 
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DIARY for JULY 

Sunday 2nd 10am: Holy Communion @ Christ Church - Mark Fisher 

                       1pm: Churches Together in Olton Picnic @ The Friary 

Monday 3rd 10am: Community Prayers @ Olton 

                        10am: Moments Cafe @ Christ Church 

                        10.30am: Job Advice @ Christ Church 

Tuesday 4th 11am: Worship @ St Francis Lodge 

Wednesday 5th 10am: Make & Mend - mission planning @ Christ    
    Church 

Thursday 6th 10am: Tots & Tales @ Christ Church 

                          2pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 

Sunday 9th 10am: Worship @ Christ Church -  Mark Fisher 

Monday 10th 10am:  Moments Cafe @ Christ Church 

Tuesday 11th 10.30am:  Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ Hobs 
       Moat 

                           11am: Holy Communion @ Hampton House 

Thursday 13th 10am: Tots & Tales @ Christ Church 

                            2pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 

Sunday 16th 10am: Worship @ Christ Church - Mark Fisher 

                        11am: Church Meeting @ Christ Church 

Monday 17th 10am: Moments Cafe @ Christ Church 

                          10.30am: Job Advice @ Christ Church 
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calling in Jesus discipleship always seems to have been a matter of 
‘keeping up’ with Jesus and discovering that the journey looks 
beyond this life to something that is eternal. In the season of 
Pentecost we continue to celebrate that gift of God’s Holy Spirit, 
who persuaded Christians out of Jerusalem to live by faith, and in 
the certain presence of God, across the known world. The Church 
only found any establishment when integrated within the Roman 
Empire, but has also sought to maintain an independent voice for 
the Kingdom of God whichever country it is within. 

Our own history is one of freedom from establishment and, while 
our Church Meetings are often not a good example of charismatic 
faith, we do seek to be faithful to Christ and the leading of the Holy 
Spirit above all things. 

This is the context for our decision-making. Moving on is hard, but 
we do so inspired and strengthened by that same Spirit of God. At 
our Church Meeting on Sunday 16th July we will need to make a 
decision regarding our future presence in Olton. This will be about 
the premises but also, and perhaps more importantly, about our 
continued mission and witness to that community. This is a matter 
for all of us who are members of Solihull URC and I would 
encourage your prayerful consideration of these things prior to the 
meeting. 

Mark 
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POEM FOR EDUCAID AFRICA 

So weak I was, 

Ignorant and hungry 

No books to read 

No desks to sit at, 

No porridge to take 

No balls to play in the field 

Strong now I am, 

Intelligent and healthy, 

The porridge every term 

The books I read and write 

The balls I play in the field 

All from Educaid 

Not forgetting my teachers 

A stack of milk for tea 

Not just a privilege, 

But a favour to Malau village 

Thanks be to Educaid! 

The giving hand is always up, 

God bless the giving hand 

God bless Educaid 

God bless our sponsors! 

 

Written by Margaret Kombe. Class Teacher at Malau Primary 
School, Kenya  and recited by all of the class to some of the 

Trustees on their recent visit. 
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FROM OUR POSTBAG—SPRING 2017 

Three of our Trustees went out in March and visited the schools 
and met with our sponsored students.  They brought greetings 
from their sponsors and gifts purchased by EducAid Africa for each 
student.  This was certainly appreciated by each one visited and 
some of the letters mention the joy they felt when visited at their 
school. 

I really appreciate you for sending us some of your representatives 
to come to talk to us.  They taught me a lot and I learned a lot.  We 
really interacted and socialised freely with them.  I thank you so 
much for the gifts that I got. 

I need to give you thanks for sacrificing your time and coming to my 
school to visit me.  I enjoyed it so much – especially the time for 
taking photographs.  Your advice gave me great hope – for that may 
God bless you. 

My mother was very grateful when I told her that you had visited 
me at school.  She said she would have liked to have met you.  I 
promised her that when you visit me next time I will inform her. 

I am filled with happiness that cannot be compared because I had 
been looking forward to seeing you and eager to hear from you and 
the day finally came when you arrived at our school with your 
colleagues.  I will never forget that day in my life because it was so 
special for me.  I really appreciated the gifts that you brought for 
me.  I loved them – they were good and so interesting. May the Lord 
bless you abundantly and I am praying that you pay me another 
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Not difficult, but hard! … Mark reflects on some decisions. 

Concerned about the future for the groups who use our Olton 
premises for their activities we have explored, over a period of twelve 
months, whether a partnership with a representative community 
group could continue to enable the premises to serve them. Legal 
restraints mean that we in the church would need to sustain a level of 
engagement and responsibility for which we do not have the capacity. 
The Quinquennial Survey (2 years ago) identified a considerable 
amount of basic repairs which, at this time down the line, become 
urgent. Again, we do not have the capacity to manage or finance 
these. On the basis of these facts, it is not difficult for us to 
acknowledge that withdrawal from our Olton premises is wise 
stewardship. 

However, it is extremely hard to make such a decision after over a 
century of presence in this particular place, with the lights and 
shadows of experience and history that have illuminated so many 
lives in different ways.  

Our premises have been a resource for both Christian mission and 
community activity and we continue to recognise a calling, along with 
our friends in neighbouring churches, to enable people to explore 
Christian faith and encounter Jesus Christ. Our faithful understanding 
of God’s gifts in life means that we would wish to continue supporting 
a variety of community activities in whatever way we can. 

We should, perhaps, not be surprised that we are needing to ‘move 
on’ because that is the way God works. Abraham was a nomad. Moses 
and the Israelites, though they carried with them the promise of a 
settled land in their 40 year trek were only given resources enough for 
one day at a time. For their descendants the ‘Wailing Wall’ is currently 
the only remnant of God’s ‘home’ in the Temple of Jerusalem and not 
a central feature for Jewish faith. For those who recognised God’s 
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SOLIHULL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

 A single fellowship of Christian people, our history leads us        
to offer our witness in three neighbourhoods (central Solihull,   
Hobs Moat and Olton).   Our worship on a Sunday is focused      
at Christ Church, but is also offered at different times in a       
number of care homes and in our other premises.  

We share our mission with other Churches and seek                 
partnerships with others in the community.  We invite you          
to join us as we seek to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

www.solihullurc.org.uk 
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Life is certainly not easy for our students and the recent terrible 
drought hit them hard. 

When in school I sometimes miss lessons and exams because I am 
fetching water.  I wake early in the morning but I spend most of my 
time queueing in the water line by the tanks.  Sometimes there are 
no lights so we have to go to sleep early instead of extending our 
studies. We use a generator which sometimes runs out of fuel.  But 
the small issues are now solved and life in school is now smooth. 
The reasons for my poor results was the drought we were suffering. 
During the exam period I spent much of the time looking for water 
instead of being in class and reading and revising. 

One of our Further Education students is finding life very different 
training to be a nurse in an area and a culture different from her 
own. 

Life has not been that easy, since living in a new environment one 
has to get used to their culture and customs.  I do thank the people I 
met who made me feel part of the community.  In the academic and 
practical part of life has not been very smooth but I do believe 
challenges come our way to make us strong.  The nursing course is 
not as easy as people may judge it to be.  It needs to one to have a 
big heart, since no theory can ever teach you how to tell relatives 
that their people are dying or to give them hope – they are all God-
given qualities.  I do not regret ever choosing to pursue this career 
since it is an enjoyable one, living around one’s world and 
understanding its people better than they can understand 
themselves. It is the best thing ever! 

I hope that this short insight into their lives has helped you to 
realise how grateful they are for your support and the difference 
you are making to their future.  Thank you for all your support, Ian 
Carnell. 


