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KEY CONTACTS & INFORMATION 
 
Minister  
Revd. Mark Fisher     07950399615   0121 291 4726 
   mjf.urc@me.com 
 
Church Secretary 
Mr Gordon Justham   07785 621094    01564 776229 
   gordonjustham@talktalk.net 
 
Website 
   www.solihullurc.org.uk 
 
Hall Lettings in Hobs Moat, Olton or Christ Church – 
       details are on the website. 
 
Generations Project - enabling the Church in care homes 
   www.generationssolihull.org.uk       
   generationssolihull@icloud.com 
 
Moments - a dementia cafe 
  Mondays 10.30am - 12.30pm @ Christ Church 
  Details from Mark Fisher - contacts above 
 

  MARCH NEWSLETTER 

Material for the March edition 

is due to Marian Batten 0121 689 8213 

mborchard@blueyonder.co.uk 

by Sunday, 21st February, please. 

  

 SOLIHULL 
          United Reformed Church  

   Christ Church -  Hobs Moat— Olton 

February 2016 

A Prayer for Lent 

Show me your ways, O Lord, 
teach me your paths; 

guide me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are my God my Saviour, 

and my hope is in you all day long. 
Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love 

for they are of old. 
Remember not the sins of my youth 

and my rebellious ways; 
according to your love remember me, 

for you are good, O Lord. 
 

    Psalm 25: 6-10 (NIV) 
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SOLIHULL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

An amalgamation of three fellowships - Hobs Moat, Olton and Christ 
Church -  Solihull URC seeks to continue serving the three                    
communities in a different way.   Sunday worship is focused at Christ 
Church, but opportunities at other times and  in other places are          
being explored and developed. 

Prayer  is at the heart of what we are doing, as our desire is to fulfil 
God’s calling to us as a Christian fellowship. 

We invite you to join us on the exciting and challenging journey we      
are on, and look forward to seeing you in the future. 
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 LENT 
‘So what shall I give up this year for Lent?’ I wonder 
to myself.  Giving up things for Lent is ingrained in 
me – from my Convent schooldays I guess.  One year 
I gave up sugar in my tea when I was at the Convent.  
The tea tasted horrible without sugar – or so                    
I thought.  In those days most people took sugar in 
tea so I’d learned from my parents.  Anyhow that 
was a real sacrifice – and put me off tea drinking for several years.       
Yet nowadays I love a cuppa – and I don’t take sugar! 

Last year I gave up something most unusual: it stemmed from the fact 
I’d heard on the grapevine that someone had criticised me behind my 
back.  I felt cross and hurt – how could they do such a thing?  But then   
I realised that I did it too – almost unthinkingly.  If someone did       
something I didn’t approve of I said so – or at least thought so.  You 
may tell me, ‘It is human nature’ – but does that make it right?  The  
Bible tells us quite clearly, ‘Judge not and you shall not be judged’.      
Yet still we tend to be judgemental.  So I gave up criticising for Lent.  
Believe me it was the hardest thing I have ever tried to give up.  But, 
hand on heart, I know I am far less critical than I was before; so that 
habit has stayed, thank God. 

What about this year?   I am giving up being untidy!  I shall try to be 
more organised and I shall try to de-clutter.  You can ask me how I’m 
getting on – that always helps because it pricks the conscience! 

What about you?  What are you doing for Lent?  Maybe you will join     
a Lent group at church.  Lent is a long time, so giving up things is quite   
a sacrifice - but not as much as the Muslims do at Ramadan.  Fancy        
giving up food all through the day - how do they do it?   Even that is   
not as great as the sacrifice Jesus made for us though.  He gave His life 
for us – and that is the supreme sacrifice. 

         Carol Andrews 
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SPONSORED CHILD – GANESH KUMAR 

We have received the latest photo of Ganesh together with his drawing 
and message: 

‘Greeting.   
I am fine and healthy and hope you will also (be) very fine and healthy  
in your country.  I have drawn the picture of house and flower by the 
help of craft.  At the first I have cut into the shape then pasted on    
drawing sheet and given the outline by water colour.  I am very much 
happy to draw this drawing.  Hope you will like.’ 

His supervisor sends this update: 

‘Ganesh is very good boy.  He is improving his studies day by day.            
He is trying to learn English essay and English story from his school 
teacher.  He is very attentive for his studies.  He never misses his school 
and never allows his friends to miss school.  The students have a midday 
meal provided by the government.  Ganesh and his parents thank you 
for your great and grand support.’ 

There is also a second letter from Ganesh thanking me for a postcard      
I sent (of London) saying how excited and proud he was to show it at 
school, so if anyone would like to send a card (presents are not             
encouraged) I can provide the address.  I shall put all this up on the     
notice board. 

I would be pleased to receive your annual £12 donation at your         
convenience as I shall be sending the cheque this month. 

Many thanks to all sponsors.                                                                              
         Anne Cherry 
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Mark reflects on our unity in Jesus Christ 

I find myself writing this during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
and at a time in the life of our church fellowship when, after nearly  
two years as a single Solihull United Reformed Church, we may well  
ask ‘When will our uniting be complete and how will we know when      
it happens?’ 

My experience in ministry, and particularly working for ecumenical   
institutions, tells me that in terms of any uniformity, either in what 
Christians believe or how this is expressed in worship or action, we    
are likely seeking the wrong thing.  

From the outset the early councils of the Church in the first three     
centuries after Christ ended with a discovery of difference, no doubt 
influenced by the various cultures in which the church had been    
planted. In the years which led up to the formation of the United      
Reformed Church the search included a common structure for the 
Churches in England, but this proved impossible while traditions and 
expressions of faith were so different and the struggles for unity     
within our own URC are well known. The ‘Churches Together’        
movement which followed recognises common faith in Jesus Christ     
as Lord, rejoices in the riches of variety in traditions and worship and 
encourages churches to express this, as far as they wish, through 
shared worship and mission. 

All this seems fine, except that we have to be careful to always look  
beyond our different histories and traditions, our styles of worship   
and the varied terminology we use to describe eternal truths, to       
recognise that it is a relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord which binds 
us to each other, whether we like it or not! 

For us in Solihull URC, we too wrestle with our different traditions and 
styles of worship, favourite hymns or songs, well-established projects, 
and out of this I trust we will discover fresh expressions for ourselves  
as a church that are appropriate for the culture in which we live.  But 
the most important thing is a recognition in each other of what is       
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central to faith and ‘at the heart’ - our relationship with Jesus as Lord. 

During Lent, both in the Cell Groups and in other settings, we will be 
seeking a clearer understanding of what is ‘at the heart’ of our faith 
and practice. We will naturally look in Scripture. We will learn of the 
Christian Church in different countries and cultures through history 
and how faith has been expressed and what has seemed most im-
portant for them. 

I am confident that in discovering that which is ‘at the heart’ of our 
faith, in the time and place we are currently, we will be able to        
recognise the unity that is ours, focused on nothing other than our 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

I do hope that many will participate in this, either in a group or 
through themes followed in Sunday worship. The culmination will 
come on Palm Sunday when we begin our Holy Week journey           
following Jesus to the cross and then to Easter Sunday, when we     
celebrate the fact that this central relationship in our lives is beyond 
time and limit. 

        Mark Fisher 

 

LENT GROUPS 

The details of these will be published elsewhere, when numbers     
participating are known. 

At present, day-time Cell Groups meet on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, with and evening group on Thursday.  We hope that   
another group or two will need to be formed for Lent, so if a different 
time suits you better, please say. 

Groups will be meeting during the weeks beginning February 15th, 
22nd, 29th, March 7th and 14th. 
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ZIMBABWE -  Stories for Change 116 

After increased rainfall leading to floods and a missed harvest earlier 
in the year, a recent lack of rainfall has left many people in Zimbabwe 
and neighbouring Malawi with little in reserve at the start of the     
traditional hunger season. 

Adverse and erratic weather patterns have resulted in an extremely 
poor 2014/15 agricultural season in Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe experi-
enced erratic weather patterns, with over 60 days of dry spells in 
most parts of the country before planting could begin; this has had a 
huge impact on agricultural productivity with the country seeing an 
over 60% drop in cereal production. 

According to studies carried out by the Famine Early Warning Systems 
Network (FEWS NET), a leading provider of early warning and analysis 
on acute food insecurity, up to 1.5 million people in the southern 
provinces of Zimbabwe are at risk of hunger and starvation as cereal 
shortages increase and prices escalate. The situation is expected to 
worsen over the coming months. 

Commitment for Life Prayer 
Above the storms of life we share another’s hopes and deep despair, 
Your still small voice can still be heard, your presence is a living word.  
We need not seek, for here you are, beside the ones who bear life’s  
           scars.  
God whose love is seen in justice, let me speak of change. 
         Glenis & Eric Massey 
 

 

 

this is the first opportunity to acknowledge the sad news of the death               

on                           

3rd February  - so,  congratulations, love and best wishes to Elaine, as    
well.   Whilst thinking of, and praying for those people in particular,        
we don’t forget Mark and Judy, and each member of our congregation    
as we include the whole Church family in our thoughts and prayers.  

                                                                                                                 Rita. 
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HOBS MOAT 
 

The following friends and families are in our thoughts and need our 
prayers at the moment, also all of the folk who are on our pastoral 
prayer list:  Alf Andrews, Peggy Crosby, Jean and Brian Mather, 
Maureen Bellamy, Joan Shaw, Vera  Thomas, Nita Renshaw and   
family, Irene Lambert and partner Keith and Thelma Phillips. We ask 
for God's blessing on each of them and those who are carers. 
                                                                            
REMINDER ! 
The Monday Night Club starts up again on the 1st February when a 
representative from Solihull Women's Aid will come to accept a 
cheque for the money which we raised at our Christmas Concert in 
December. SWA were our chosen charity for Christmas. All are     
welcome to join us, we have a varied and interesting programme so 
come along and see for yourself ! 
          Jeanne. 
 

       OLTON 
 

PRAYERS  for,  and  NEWS  of,  OUR  CHURCH  FAMILY 

It is now some time since the last issue of our church Newsletter, so                
this is the first opportunity to acknowledge the sad news of the death               
of our friend Christine Yapp in December 2015.  However, rather                    
belatedly, we do offer our condolences to her step-family. 

Moving on to a happier event:  the arrival of Pam Tovey’s great-                    
grandson, Joshua, who was born to her granddaughter, Sophie and              
partner, Miguel, on 27th 2015.  Many congratulations, love and best             
wishes to the family.   

Happy birthday to Elaine Jones who will be reaching her 70th on                           
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PRAYERS FOR THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
that is us and the wider church! 
 
The leadership of the URC (the General Secretariat and Assembly   
Moderators) have invited prayers on the following themes: 
Prayers for creative imaginations, courageous planning and above all 
for attentive listening as we try to offer churches a fresh approach to 
the making and releasing of disciples across the United Reformed 
Church. 

Prayers that God stir up a holy curiosity amongst and within our   
friends and neighbours, and give the Church the humility to work      
with them and the confidence to point to Jesus. 

Prayers for a more provisional church which is confident enough to let 
go of some things previously regarded as essential in order to be more 
missional, and the discernment to distinguish the essential from the 
important. 

Prayers that God may renew the Church in worship so that the        
overflow in acts of service may be a blessing and source of hope to    
the wider community. 

Prayers for men and women who have devoted their lives in the       
service of Christ, that they may be sustained as they minister in          
various roles through a time of transition. 

 

OLTON FRIARY FLOWER FESTIVAL 
 5th - 7th February.   (We will publish opening times                            
      In the Pewslip) 
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DIARY for FEBRUARY 
 
Monday 1st       10.30am  Moments & Job Club @ Christ Church 
                            7.30pm  Elders Meet @ Hobs Moat 

Wednesday 3rd   6.45pm  Churches Together in Central Solihull @  
         Christ Church 

Thursday 4th       2.00pm  Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 
 
Monday  8th      10.30am  Moments & Job Club @ Christ Church 
                            12.30pm  Generations Lunch Hour @ Christ Church 

Tuesday 9th      10.30am  Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @   
          Hobs Moat 
                          7.30pm  Solihull Christian Aid Committee  

Thursday 11th     2.00pm  Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 
 
Monday 15th     10.30am   Moments & Job Club @ Christ Church 
                              7.30pm   Elders' Meeting @ Hobs Moat 

Thursday 18th     2.00pm   Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 
 
Monday 22nd    10.30am   Moments & Job Club @ Christ Church 

Tuesday 23rd     10.30am  Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @          
          Hobs Moat 

Thursday 25th     2.00pm  Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 

Monday 29th     10.30am   Moments & Job Club @ Christ Church 
   
 

Singing for Pleasure 
New members are always welcome at 2pm at Hobs Moat. 
For further information contact  Janet Ince, 706 0204. 
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x���Details of our Worship and |Prayer opportunities each month. 
�x����A Prayer Forum offering a prayer theme each month to which 
    anyone can respond or contribute. 
x� ��Details of other meetings and activities each month. 
x� ��Sunday Worship Schedule – with leaders, readings and themes 
   and copies of notes for Sunday responsibilities, musicians and    
   Sunday Club leaders. 
x� ��Cell Group resources – current and past material, with more    
   besides to equip the odd occasion. 
x�� Information about key activities – Moments dementia café     
    Messy Church, Job Club, Neighbourhood Coffee Morning, 

Lunch  Club, Bowl Away, etc. 
x� Church Meeting papers (but not minutes – which can be      

requested). 
x� Elders Meeting has a secure area that carries agendas, papers 

and minutes. 
x�   Information regarding the hire of any of our premises, with      
    appropriate contacts and details of rooms, etc. 

‘Latest Update’ offers direct links to Prayer, Newsletter and             
Diary pages, but the rest is pretty easy to find also. 

  CHRIST CHURCH 
 

 Let us keep these people in our prayers: 

Keith and Barbara, Gurmej and her family, Shirley, Brenda, Doris,    
Thea, Syd and Michelle, John Calvin, Gordon Straight, Jenkins family.  
May God Bless them all. 
         Bridget  
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Isaiah 55:1-9    Psalm 63:1-8    1 Corinthians 10:1-13    Luke 13:1-9 
 

 

COACH TRIPPERS UNITED   

We look forward to another year of happy coach trips with Johnsons. 
The itinerary for 2016, chosen by the members, is as follows:  

April 21st         vSpetchley Park and Worcester 
May  19th      Painswick and the Rococo Gardens 
June  16th      Adam’s Farm 
July  21st     Shrewsbury and River Cruise 
August  18th    Saville Gardens 
September  15th     Crich Tram Museum 
October  20th    Quarry Bank Mill 

The coach fare will remain at £18, which includes a tip for the driver, 
and any surplus will be used to subsidise admission fees. 

The person to contact if you would like to come is Val Cross on            
706 9687.  Please contact her at least ten days before the event,            
so that the coach can be booked. 

We look forward to another happy and interesting year of coach trips.  
If you haven’t been with us before on Johnsons coaches, do try it. 

 
www.solihullurc.org.uk 

WHAT CAN YOU FIND ON THE WEBSITE? 
 
 The church website is kept up-to-date regularly, and while being a 
‘window’ for those outside the church to glimpse what we are 
getting up to, it is also a resource for us  What can I find there? 

x� A readable or downloadable copy of the Newsletter for when 
you have lost the printed version! 

x� There is an archive of Newsletters and Bulletins, along with 
galleries of photos taken on significant occasions. 

x� Contact details – if someone asks how they may contact the 
Minister, or where our premises are situated. 
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WORSHIP & PRAYER for FEBRUARY 

Monday 1st      10am  Praying for the Community @ Olton 

Sunday 7th       10am  Holy Communion @ Christ Church - Mark Fisher 
                            11.45am   Worship @ Star & Garter 

Tuesday 9th      11am   Lenten Reflection @ Hampton House 

Wednesday 10th   7.30pm   Ash Wednesday Reflection @ Hobs Moat 

Sunday 14th    10am  Worship @ Christ Church - Ann Evans 

Tuesday 16th   10am   Fellowship Prayers @ Hobs Moat 
                           11am   Lenten Reflection @ Tudor Lodge 

Wednesday 17th  10am   Lenten Reflection @ The Grove 

Sunday 21st    10am   Worship @ Christ Church  -  Mark Fisher 

Wednesday 24th  10am   Praying with the Papers @ Olton 
                                 11am  Lenten Reflection @ Fairfield, Olton 

Sunday 28th    10am  Worship @ Christ Church  -  Mark Fisher 

LECTIONARY READINGS for FEBRUARY   

Sunday 7th     
Exodus 34:29-35    Psalm 99    2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2     
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 
Ash Wednesday 10th 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12    Psalm 51:1-17    
 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10    Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
Sunday 14th 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11    Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16    Romans 10:8b-13    
 Luke 4:1-13 
Sunday 21st 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18    Psalm 27    Philippians 3:17-4:1     
Luke 13:31-35 or Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 
Sunday 28th 
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CHRISTMAS 2015 

I would like to thank everyone who made Christmas so special this 
year for us.  We began with the Scout Fellowship service in Olton and 
welcomed all involved in the Scout movement.  It is always a good    
opportunity for them to come together to worship and give thanks for 
all that is done for the young people in their care. 

The Toy service held for the uniformed organisations at Olton brought 
many parents to worship with us, along with their sons and daughters, 
and their contributions were so much appreciated by Jenny from 
Nechells who was quite overwhelmed by their generosity. 

On 13th December the Toy Service at Christ Church, led by Ann 
Tempest, produced another large number of toys which were           
collected by Jenny for the children of Nechells,  That evening, Carols  
at Olton church, decorated with candles and with music arranged by 
our Singing for Pleasure group, was very well received, and so many     
people said how much they had enjoyed it. 

It was good on Christmas Eve at Olton to see so many families of our 
community joining the congregation to give thanks and worship with 
us at this time of the year.  And our Christmas Eve in Bethlehem        
service at Hobs Moat just seemed to prepare us all for the coming of 
Jesus, God with us,  

We were really blessed by all we received and those who helped in   
our preparation.  So many people worked hard to make these events      
happen and we are grateful for all their contributions. 

        Irene Bound 
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 ADVENT CALENDAR 

Christmas seems a while ago now but we can’t 
let the event pass without a mention of the  
Advent calendar!  What an amazing display it 
was in the Nattery and later in church.  I’m sure 
our user groups, who were asked to open it    
daily, enjoyed it too. 
I’d never seen such a big Advent calendar       
before.  It was made out of empty shoeboxes, 
which Linda Faber decorated so they looked 
most attractive.  Day by day the lids were taken off to reveal a variety  
of pictures and artwork which various folk in the church family had 
done, including Linda and her children. 
The Christmas story was told in words and images – I particularly liked 
the children’s artwork.  Needless to say my camera lens was pointed    
at the various pictures in the display. The photo opposite shows the          
Annunciation.  Thank you Linda and helpers for the joy of this Advent 
gift to our church.                                                                                               
           CA                           
 

 HELP ME TO SERVE 
 

 Help me to serve another, dear Lord; 
Help me perceive someone’s need. 

Give me the strength and the courage as well, 
To serve them in word and in deed. 

Give me a mind of compassion and love; 
Hands that will help them to live. 

Doing for others I’ll follow you Lord, 
And I’ll share all the love that you give. 

         CA 
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x� Elders Meeting has a secure area that carries agendas, papers 

and minutes. 
x�   Information regarding the hire of any of our premises, with      
    appropriate contacts and details of rooms, etc. 

‘Latest Update’ offers direct links to Prayer, Newsletter and             
Diary pages, but the rest is pretty easy to find also. 

  CHRIST CHURCH 
 

 Let us keep these people in our prayers: 

Keith and Barbara, Gurmej and her family, Shirley, Brenda, Doris,    
Thea, Syd and Michelle, John Calvin, Gordon Straight, Jenkins family.  
May God Bless them all. 
         Bridget  
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HOBS MOAT 
 

The following friends and families are in our thoughts and need our 
prayers at the moment, also all of the folk who are on our pastoral 
prayer list:  Alf Andrews, Peggy Crosby, Jean and Brian Mather, 
Maureen Bellamy, Joan Shaw, Vera  Thomas, Nita Renshaw and   
family, Irene Lambert and partner Keith and Thelma Phillips. We ask 
for God's blessing on each of them and those who are carers. 
                                                                            
REMINDER ! 
The Monday Night Club starts up again on the 1st February when a 
representative from Solihull Women's Aid will come to accept a 
cheque for the money which we raised at our Christmas Concert in 
December. SWA were our chosen charity for Christmas. All are     
welcome to join us, we have a varied and interesting programme so 
come along and see for yourself ! 
          Jeanne. 
 

       OLTON 
 

PRAYERS  for,  and  NEWS  of,  OUR  CHURCH  FAMILY 

It is now some time since the last issue of our church Newsletter, so                
this is the first opportunity to acknowledge the sad news of the death               
of our friend Christine Yapp in December 2015.  However, rather                    
belatedly, we do offer our condolences to her step-family. 

Moving on to a happier event:  the arrival of Pam Tovey’s great-                    
grandson, Joshua, who was born to her granddaughter, Sophie and              
partner, Miguel, on 27th 2015.  Many congratulations, love and best             
wishes to the family.   

Happy birthday to Elaine Jones who will be reaching her 70th on                           
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PRAYERS FOR THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
that is us and the wider church! 
 
The leadership of the URC (the General Secretariat and Assembly   
Moderators) have invited prayers on the following themes: 
Prayers for creative imaginations, courageous planning and above all 
for attentive listening as we try to offer churches a fresh approach to 
the making and releasing of disciples across the United Reformed 
Church. 

Prayers that God stir up a holy curiosity amongst and within our   
friends and neighbours, and give the Church the humility to work      
with them and the confidence to point to Jesus. 

Prayers for a more provisional church which is confident enough to let 
go of some things previously regarded as essential in order to be more 
missional, and the discernment to distinguish the essential from the 
important. 

Prayers that God may renew the Church in worship so that the        
overflow in acts of service may be a blessing and source of hope to    
the wider community. 

Prayers for men and women who have devoted their lives in the       
service of Christ, that they may be sustained as they minister in          
various roles through a time of transition. 

 

OLTON FRIARY FLOWER FESTIVAL 
 5th - 7th February.   (We will publish opening times                            
      In the Pewslip) 
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central to faith and ‘at the heart’ - our relationship with Jesus as Lord. 

During Lent, both in the Cell Groups and in other settings, we will be 
seeking a clearer understanding of what is ‘at the heart’ of our faith 
and practice. We will naturally look in Scripture. We will learn of the 
Christian Church in different countries and cultures through history 
and how faith has been expressed and what has seemed most im-
portant for them. 

I am confident that in discovering that which is ‘at the heart’ of our 
faith, in the time and place we are currently, we will be able to        
recognise the unity that is ours, focused on nothing other than our 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

I do hope that many will participate in this, either in a group or 
through themes followed in Sunday worship. The culmination will 
come on Palm Sunday when we begin our Holy Week journey           
following Jesus to the cross and then to Easter Sunday, when we     
celebrate the fact that this central relationship in our lives is beyond 
time and limit. 

        Mark Fisher 

 

LENT GROUPS 

The details of these will be published elsewhere, when numbers     
participating are known. 

At present, day-time Cell Groups meet on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, with and evening group on Thursday.  We hope that   
another group or two will need to be formed for Lent, so if a different 
time suits you better, please say. 

Groups will be meeting during the weeks beginning February 15th, 
22nd, 29th, March 7th and 14th. 
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ZIMBABWE -  Stories for Change 116 

After increased rainfall leading to floods and a missed harvest earlier 
in the year, a recent lack of rainfall has left many people in Zimbabwe 
and neighbouring Malawi with little in reserve at the start of the     
traditional hunger season. 

Adverse and erratic weather patterns have resulted in an extremely 
poor 2014/15 agricultural season in Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe experi-
enced erratic weather patterns, with over 60 days of dry spells in 
most parts of the country before planting could begin; this has had a 
huge impact on agricultural productivity with the country seeing an 
over 60% drop in cereal production. 

According to studies carried out by the Famine Early Warning Systems 
Network (FEWS NET), a leading provider of early warning and analysis 
on acute food insecurity, up to 1.5 million people in the southern 
provinces of Zimbabwe are at risk of hunger and starvation as cereal 
shortages increase and prices escalate. The situation is expected to 
worsen over the coming months. 

Commitment for Life Prayer 
Above the storms of life we share another’s hopes and deep despair, 
Your still small voice can still be heard, your presence is a living word.  
We need not seek, for here you are, beside the ones who bear life’s  
           scars.  
God whose love is seen in justice, let me speak of change. 
         Glenis & Eric Massey 
 

 

 

this is the first opportunity to acknowledge the sad news of the death               

on                           

3rd February  - so,  congratulations, love and best wishes to Elaine, as    
well.   Whilst thinking of, and praying for those people in particular,        
we don’t forget Mark and Judy, and each member of our congregation    
as we include the whole Church family in our thoughts and prayers.  

                                                                                                                 Rita. 
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SPONSORED CHILD – GANESH KUMAR 

We have received the latest photo of Ganesh together with his drawing 
and message: 

‘Greeting.   
I am fine and healthy and hope you will also (be) very fine and healthy  
in your country.  I have drawn the picture of house and flower by the 
help of craft.  At the first I have cut into the shape then pasted on    
drawing sheet and given the outline by water colour.  I am very much 
happy to draw this drawing.  Hope you will like.’ 

His supervisor sends this update: 

‘Ganesh is very good boy.  He is improving his studies day by day.            
He is trying to learn English essay and English story from his school 
teacher.  He is very attentive for his studies.  He never misses his school 
and never allows his friends to miss school.  The students have a midday 
meal provided by the government.  Ganesh and his parents thank you 
for your great and grand support.’ 

There is also a second letter from Ganesh thanking me for a postcard      
I sent (of London) saying how excited and proud he was to show it at 
school, so if anyone would like to send a card (presents are not             
encouraged) I can provide the address.  I shall put all this up on the     
notice board. 

I would be pleased to receive your annual £12 donation at your         
convenience as I shall be sending the cheque this month. 

Many thanks to all sponsors.                                                                              
         Anne Cherry 
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Mark reflects on our unity in Jesus Christ 

I find myself writing this during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
and at a time in the life of our church fellowship when, after nearly  
two years as a single Solihull United Reformed Church, we may well  
ask ‘When will our uniting be complete and how will we know when      
it happens?’ 

My experience in ministry, and particularly working for ecumenical   
institutions, tells me that in terms of any uniformity, either in what 
Christians believe or how this is expressed in worship or action, we    
are likely seeking the wrong thing.  

From the outset the early councils of the Church in the first three     
centuries after Christ ended with a discovery of difference, no doubt 
influenced by the various cultures in which the church had been    
planted. In the years which led up to the formation of the United      
Reformed Church the search included a common structure for the 
Churches in England, but this proved impossible while traditions and 
expressions of faith were so different and the struggles for unity     
within our own URC are well known. The ‘Churches Together’        
movement which followed recognises common faith in Jesus Christ     
as Lord, rejoices in the riches of variety in traditions and worship and 
encourages churches to express this, as far as they wish, through 
shared worship and mission. 

All this seems fine, except that we have to be careful to always look  
beyond our different histories and traditions, our styles of worship   
and the varied terminology we use to describe eternal truths, to       
recognise that it is a relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord which binds 
us to each other, whether we like it or not! 

For us in Solihull URC, we too wrestle with our different traditions and 
styles of worship, favourite hymns or songs, well-established projects, 
and out of this I trust we will discover fresh expressions for ourselves  
as a church that are appropriate for the culture in which we live.  But 
the most important thing is a recognition in each other of what is       
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SOLIHULL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

An amalgamation of three fellowships - Hobs Moat, Olton and Christ 
Church -  Solihull URC seeks to continue serving the three                    
communities in a different way.   Sunday worship is focused at Christ 
Church, but opportunities at other times and  in other places are          
being explored and developed. 

Prayer  is at the heart of what we are doing, as our desire is to fulfil 
God’s calling to us as a Christian fellowship. 

We invite you to join us on the exciting and challenging journey we      
are on, and look forward to seeing you in the future. 
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 LENT 
‘So what shall I give up this year for Lent?’ I wonder 
to myself.  Giving up things for Lent is ingrained in 
me – from my Convent schooldays I guess.  One year 
I gave up sugar in my tea when I was at the Convent.  
The tea tasted horrible without sugar – or so                    
I thought.  In those days most people took sugar in 
tea so I’d learned from my parents.  Anyhow that 
was a real sacrifice – and put me off tea drinking for several years.       
Yet nowadays I love a cuppa – and I don’t take sugar! 

Last year I gave up something most unusual: it stemmed from the fact 
I’d heard on the grapevine that someone had criticised me behind my 
back.  I felt cross and hurt – how could they do such a thing?  But then   
I realised that I did it too – almost unthinkingly.  If someone did       
something I didn’t approve of I said so – or at least thought so.  You 
may tell me, ‘It is human nature’ – but does that make it right?  The  
Bible tells us quite clearly, ‘Judge not and you shall not be judged’.      
Yet still we tend to be judgemental.  So I gave up criticising for Lent.  
Believe me it was the hardest thing I have ever tried to give up.  But, 
hand on heart, I know I am far less critical than I was before; so that 
habit has stayed, thank God. 

What about this year?   I am giving up being untidy!  I shall try to be 
more organised and I shall try to de-clutter.  You can ask me how I’m 
getting on – that always helps because it pricks the conscience! 

What about you?  What are you doing for Lent?  Maybe you will join     
a Lent group at church.  Lent is a long time, so giving up things is quite   
a sacrifice - but not as much as the Muslims do at Ramadan.  Fancy        
giving up food all through the day - how do they do it?   Even that is   
not as great as the sacrifice Jesus made for us though.  He gave His life 
for us – and that is the supreme sacrifice. 

         Carol Andrews 
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KEY CONTACTS & INFORMATION 
 
Minister  
Revd. Mark Fisher     07950399615   0121 291 4726 
   mjf.urc@me.com 
 
Church Secretary 
Mr Gordon Justham   07785 621094    01564 776229 
   gordonjustham@talktalk.net 
 
Website 
   www.solihullurc.org.uk 
 
Hall Lettings in Hobs Moat, Olton or Christ Church – 
       details are on the website. 
 
Generations Project - enabling the Church in care homes 
   www.generationssolihull.org.uk       
   generationssolihull@icloud.com 
 
Moments - a dementia cafe 
  Mondays 10.30am - 12.30pm @ Christ Church 
  Details from Mark Fisher - contacts above 
 

  MARCH NEWSLETTER 

Material for the March edition 

is due to Marian Batten 0121 689 8213 

mborchard@blueyonder.co.uk 

by Sunday, 21st February, please. 

  

 SOLIHULL 
          United Reformed Church  

   Christ Church -  Hobs Moat— Olton 

February 2016 

A Prayer for Lent 

Show me your ways, O Lord, 
teach me your paths; 

guide me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are my God my Saviour, 

and my hope is in you all day long. 
Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love 

for they are of old. 
Remember not the sins of my youth 

and my rebellious ways; 
according to your love remember me, 

for you are good, O Lord. 
 

    Psalm 25: 6-10 (NIV) 


