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OCT0BER NEWSLETTER 

Material for the October edition is due to 
Marian Batten 0121 689 8213 
mborchard@blueyonder.co.uk 

by Sunday, 20th September, please. 

  

 SOLIHULL 
          United Reformed Church  

   Christ Church -  Hobs Moat— Olton 

September 2015 Newsletter 

“When you reap the harvest of your 
land, you shall not reap your field 
right up to its edge, neither shall 

you gather the gleanings after your    
harvest.  And you shall not strip 
your vineyard bare, neither shall 

you gather the fallen grapes of your 
vineyard. You shall leave them for 

the poor and for the sojourner:          
I am the Lord your God.” 

Leviticus 19 
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SOLIHULL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

An amalgamation of three fellowships - Hobs Moat, Olton and          
Christ Church -  Solihull URC seeks to continue serving the three        
communities in a different way.  Sunday worship is focused at Christ 
Church, but opportunities at other times and in other places are          
being explored and developed. 

Prayer is at the heart of what we are doing, as our desire is to fulfil  
God’s calling to us as a Christian fellowship. 

We invite you to join us on the exciting and challenging journey we      
are on, and look forward to seeing you in the future. 
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Power of Prayer Competition 
Excited and inspired by the power of prayer? Are you a budding     
prayer writer? Commitment for Life is looking for prayers for our      
Prayer Partners 2016. The prayers can be based on one of our partner 
countries, the issues they face or about campaigning  for justice. 
f you feel inspired to write a prayer, send it either by post to Church 
House, 86, Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT or by email to Linda 
Mead imeadcfori@gmail.com. By sending an entry you give us         
permission to share the prayer and for churches to reproduce it. 
Chosen entries will be published in Prayer Partners 2016 which goes 
out in our November mailing. Entries need to be in by the end of    
September. 
 

NEWS FROM EducAid Africa 

Welcome to our ninth Newsletter. As Trustees we were all very  
disappointed that we were unable to visit Kenya this year, but we 
hope that the articles in the Newsletter will give all our sponsors and 
supporters information about the fund-raising activities taking place 
to raise money for our charity.  
Floods Hit Kenya.   We received distressing news from Stephen 
Arome that they had been suffering from heavy rain. The rain was  
so heavy that he had been unable to travel and visit schools. The 
rains have caused serious damage in some parts of the country. 
Some lives have been lost and some families continue to be left 
homeless because of the floods.  
Eunice Kalama, one of our sponsored pupils, reported that their 
house was swept away by flood water and the family is now living 
with friends as internally displaced people. Eunice’s parents are    
unemployed so it will not be easy to build another house.  
 

The complete Newsletter is on the noticeboard. 
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ZIMBABWE  -  Stories for Change 113 
 
FOOD BANK – ZIMBABWE STYLE! 
Last Thursday, 115 mainly old or sick people made their weekly trek     
to Silveira House and queued patiently, waiting for their names to be 
called in order to collect food parcels and clothing.  A good Jesuit  
friend commented: ‘It will be a disastrous year.  Most areas have had 
too little rain so there will be a poor harvest.  Businesses continue to 
close down either partially or completely with more job losses. The 
masters of the game continue to suck blood from the people, taking 
huge sums of money to safety outside the country.’   

FOOD PARCELS are laid out neatly on the lawn. Leo Mazengula, with 
whom I am often in contact concerning other matters, organizes the 
distribution of food and regularly visits the sick.  Silveira House is a 
Christian Aid partner benefitting from United Reformed Church 
‘Commitment for Life’ funds used for: Integrated learning, skills and 
entrepreneurship.                                                                                             
        Johnston Simpson 

Zimbabwe Day at Church House:  Thursday 22th October.                          
Emai:  linda.mead@urc.org.uk  for more details.  All are welcome. 

 

 

Commitment for Life  Prayer 

We pray for Silviera House, which works with communities to help 
build small enterprise schemes including plumbing, carpentry, sewing 
and juice making.  We pray that these schemes allow people to         
financially support their families and give something back to their           
local community. 
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HARVEST  -  YOUR CONTRIBUTION  -  Your reflection is invited …. 

Thoughts of Harvest Festival are likely to be of flowers, fresh produce 
(either from the garden or the greengrocer), displays of tins and    
packets of food and favourite hymns about ploughing, fields and corn. 
Certainly it is important, and perhaps more so, that we who live       
removed from the world of agriculture take time to recognise who 
helps to sustain our life, and give thanks. 

We might, however, broaden the significance of Harvest Thanksgiving 
to all those things that help to sustain our lives.  So, we consider all 
those involved in getting fresh food from farms to our table  -  
transport, processing and packaging, retail etc.  In the setting of a care 
home (through the Generations Project) we have considered ‘All good 
gifts around us’, which is much to do with the carers who attend to 
residents’ every need. 

The inter-dependence of our human life is central to who we are, and 
each of us has a role in helping to sustain the lives of others.  We are 
part of other people’s ‘Harvest’.  So for this year’s Thanksgiving we  
are going to consider what each of us has contributed to sustaining 
the lives of others.  The Harvest of our Work is about what we have 
been employed to do, but also home and family-building.  It may be 
efforts put into a  community activity or campaigning and working for 
a particular cause - anything that sustains life. 

Even though most will have left the world of work and employment 
behind, you are encouraged to consider what, through your life, you 
have contributed to sustaining life. 

Elsewhere in this Newsletter are details of our ‘Create Day’ on 19th 
September. This is an opportunity to give some time to sharing     
something of the gifts you have contributed to others over the years.  
We have folk who have designed, manufactured, managed, advised,      
supported, guided, taught, served. We will share these on the day,  
but also illustrate them in some way as a branch on ‘The Tree of 
Life’   -  a wall hanging that we will have in church and which will be 
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added to throughout the year. 

So please reflect on your life and experience. If you can come on the 
19th, even if only to chat while others ‘do’ then please do.  Above all, 
be thankful to God for the harvest of your work in sustaining life in  
others. 

         Mark Fisher 

REVD. ZAIDIE ORR 

About 40 people from Solihull URC travelled to Sheffield Central URC 
on 1st August to see Zaidie’s Ordination and Induction into Sheffield  
URC Team Ministry.   It was a moving service in which Zaidie was    
given a warm welcome by the Yorkshire Synod, and her Tutor at 
Northern College commended her four years of study which included 
a 2-year placement with Solihull URC.  The service concluded with a 
Celtic Blessing sung by Carol Andrews, after which Zaidie was          
welcomed by the people she will be working alongside. 

The Sheffield Team Ministry is a new venture, and Zaidie will be one 
of four ministers (one of whom is shortly retiring) looking after 15 
URC churches in the Sheffield area.  Before the end of September     
Zaidie will be leading services each Sunday in 5 different churches, so 
she will be busy!   But she is very fortunate in that she has been given 
a Manse with a granny-flat, so her mother, Lin, as well as husband 
Trevor will be there to support her. 

Although we are sad to lose her, it was good to feel that we were        
leaving Zadie in safe and welcoming hands 

         Marian Batten. 
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 OLTON 

 

PRAYERS for, and  NEWS of, OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

So, following the Newsletter’s summer break, it’s time to catch up     
with news of our Church Family. 
We trust that Mark and Judy’s move into the manse was not too  
traumatic, and that they are now comfortably settled into their new 
home. 
Also, at this time, we remember Christine Yapp and Norma Clement, 
praying that they will continue to feel much better in body and spirit 
with each passing day.  May God bless them! 
          Rita  
  

GOD’S GARDEN 

John and I have been battling with brambles that have appeared in         
the garden at home.  Why is it they always seem to grow over the     
footpath, in readiness to catch unwary children and parents going to 
Kineton Green School?   Anyhow, armed with thick gardening gloves       
I sympathetically thought of Mark and Judy doing the 
same thing in the potentially lovely garden at the 
Manse.  Like life itself, nature presents us with many      
a challenge! 

I remembered the old joke about the vicar leaning 
over the gate of an old man’s garden and remarking, 
“It is amazing what God and man can do together”. “Yes”, said the old 
man, “but you should have seen it when God had it all to himself!” 

        Carol Andrews 
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 CHRIST CHURCH   

Prayers for our family, friends, and relatives:   

Audrey Tarplee and her family following her sister’s death. 
Brenda Cotes, Barbara and Keith Fisher, Rachel Perks, Jenkins family, 
Doris Thompson, John Calvin, Syd  and Michelle, Michael Hogg,        
and Thea. 
Our love and thoughts are with all these people, in Jesus’s name. 
                      Amen. 
  
Please remember your harvest boxes on 20th September.  
              Bridget 

 

HOBS MOAT 

These people need our thoughts and prayers, we ask for God's 
blessing on each of them and those who care for them:                 
Jean and Brian Mather, Joan Shaw, Vera Thomas, Thelma Phillips, 
Nita Renshaw, Irene Lambert and partner Keith, and Alf Andrews. 
 
Bereavement. 
We send our condolences to Peggy Crosby and her family after the 
sad loss of Peggy's husband Harold on the 30th of July in Heartlands 
Hospital. Harold was 92.  His funeral Is on the 25th of August at    
Robin Hood at 1-30pm.  We keep Peggy and her family in our       
prayers at this sad time . 
         Jeanne   
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THE OTHER STORY ABOUT IMMIGRATION 

“The contribution of migrant entrepreneurs is, to be frank,           
breathtaking”  One in seven British companies was founded or            
co-founded by migrants, according to a report by the Centre for       
Entrepreneurs and company data business, Duedil. The Daily Mail    
noted the statistics and reported that in the UK ‘people born abroad 
are almost twice as likely to start a business’ as resident citizens.      
Birmingham is the second most popular location in the UK for            
foreign-born entrepreneurs – after London.  

Migrants-contribute.org.uk is a grassroots campaign that aims to 
demonstrate the positive contribution that migrants make to British 
life. The study showed that migration has brought approximately     
£6.8 billion-worth of qualified skills and education from their home 
countries into the UK economy – and to the detriment of their home 
economies.  

Famous migrants have notched up an impressive number of business 
success stories, such as Kingfisher and EasyJet.  There are currently 
456,073 migrant entrepreneurs in the UK running active companies, 
with some running more than one venture.  The majority of migrant 
entrepreneurs hail from Ireland, India, and Germany.  

American and Chinese entrepreneurs are also behind a significant 
number of UK-based businesses.  Almost every country across the 
globe is represented by at least a handful of founders or company   
directors. According to recent data from the Office for National        
Statistics, while only 10.4pc of those born in this country go on to start 
businesses, entrepreneurial activity stands at 17.2pc for migrants.  

Creatingourjobs.org gives a number of case studies of the migrant-
founded businesses that now employ over 1.16m people. For instance, 
Perween Warsi, CBE, is the founder and chief executive of S&A Foods. 
Her company is one of the UK’s most successful independent food 
businesses, making up to 1.5 million chilled ready-meals a week.      
Perween began her business after emigrating here from India in the 
1970s, as a kitchen table start-up:  Perween began making samosas on 
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“A TASTE  OF  FRANCE“ 
7.00 to 9.00pm    Saturday 10th October 

At Christ Church 

Come and join us for an enjoyable evening of music,                   
film, fun and chatter 

With nibbles and a glass of wine 

 There will be various Coffee 

Mornings for MacMillan Cancer 

Support in September.            

 

One will be at Tudor Lodge, 331-335 Warwick Road, Olton, 

on Thursday, 3rd September, at 10.30am. 
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COACH TRIPPERS UNITED 

LLANGOLLEN CANAL BOAT TRIP 
THURSDAY, 17th SEPTEMBER 

We shall be going on a Horse-Drawn Cruise along the beautiful Llangollen 
Canal.  The 2-hour trip will include a 20-minute break at       
the Chain Bridge Hotel to enable passengers to view the 
Horseshoe Falls (don’t forget to bring your camera!).             
The inclusive cost will be £30. 

If you would like to come, please contact Val Cross (706 9687) 
by Sunday, 6th September.  The coach will leave Olton URC at 8.30am. 

We are also starting to gather suggestions for 2016 trips, so could you let a 
committee member have  these as soon as possible, and please put your 
name on so  that we can consult you about  it. 

  

PASSION FLOWER 

Ten creamy petals stood for the 10 Apostles present 
at the Crucifixion. 
The blue filament above the petals for the Crown of 
Thorns and Christ’s Halo. 
The five stamens represented Christ’s five wounds 
and the nails that made them. 
The three styles the hammer that drove in the nails. 
The coiling tendrils of the passion vine stood for the scourges. 
And the delicate leaves were the hands of Christ’s persecutors. 

The Passion Flower was used by Spanish Missionaries as an                
interpretation of Christianity whilst teaching the Indians of South    
America.                                                                                                         
        Mary Newbery 
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an initial investment of £2.50. Matt Smith, Director of the Centre for 
Entrepreneurs, said of the report: “The contribution of migrant entre-
preneurs is, to be frank, breathtaking”  

Report by Revd. Peter Sellick (Churches & Industry Group Birmingham) 

 
DIARY OF EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 

Thursday 3rd      2pm   Singing for Pleasure  @ Hobs Moat 

Saturday 5th       3pm   Induction of Moderator @ Sutton Coldfield 

Sunday 6th          3pm – 6pm   Open Manse  @ the Manse 

Monday 7th        10,30am -12.30pm  Moments Dementia Cafe @ CC 

Tuesday 8th        10.30am Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ HM 

Wednesday 9th   Induction of Canon Jane Kenchington as Rector 
      of Solihull @ St Alphege 

Thursday 10th    2pm   Singing for Pleasure @ HM 
                              7.30pm   Hatchford Brook Churches Together   

Monday 14th     10.30am-12.30pm   Moments Dementia Cafe @ CC 
                             12.30pm   Generations Lunch Hour @ CC 

Thursday 17th   Coach Trip to Llangollen.  8.30am from Olton 
                             2 pm   Singing for Pleasure @ HM 

Saturday 19th    10am – 4pm   CREATE Day  @ Hobs Moat  
                              with Messy Church at 2pm 

Monday 21st     1-.30am-12.30pm   Moments Dementia Café @ CC 
          6pm   Cinnamon Faith Action Audit @ Renewal CC 
                             7.30pm   Elders' Meeting @ Hobs Moat 

Tuesday 22nd    10.30am  Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ HM 

Thursday 24th    2pm   Singing for Pleasure @ HM 

Monday 28th      10.30am-12.30pm  Moments Dementia Café @ CC 
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WORSHIP & PRAYER DURING SEPTEMBER 
 
Tuesday 1st  10am @ Olton  -  Word & Prayer - Carol Andrews 

Sunday 6th  10am @ Christ Church - Holy Communion - Mark Fisher 

Sunday 13th 10am @ Christ Church - Worship - Andy Vail 

Thursday 16th 10am @ Hobs Moat  -  Fellowship Prayers 

Saturday 19th  2pm @ Hobs Moat  -  Messy Church 

Sunday 20th 10am @ Christ Church - Harvest Festival - Mark Fisher 

Thursday 24th 10am @ Olton  -  Praying with the Papers 

Sunday 27th 10am @ Christ Church - Worship - Nick Stanyon 
 
 
 
LECTIONARY READINGS 

September 6th  
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 and Psalm 125   Isaiah 35:4-7a and          
Psalm 146    James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17    Mark 7:24-37 

September 13th 
Proverbs 1:20-33 and Psalm 19 or Wisdom of Solomon 7:26 8:1   
Isaiah 50:4-9a and Psalm 116:1-9    James 3:1-12    Mark 8:27-38 

September 20th 
Proverbs 31:10-31 and Psalm 1    Wisdom of Solomon 1:16-2:1, 12-22 
or Jeremiah 11:18-20 and Psalm 54    James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a             
Mark 9:30-37 

September 27th 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 and Psalm 124    Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16,  
24-29 and Psalm 19:7-14    James 5:13-20    Mark 9:38-50 
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Hobs Moat Singing For Pleasure will start again on Thursday    
10th September at 2pm. We need more singers so come 
and join our friendly group at Hobs Moat Church. No 
audition needed just a love of singing and making music 
together. 

          We charge £2 a session . This covers music, refreshments and                 
 a donation to the church for running costs.                                                                                  
             Janet Ince 

 



8 

WORSHIP & PRAYER DURING SEPTEMBER 
 
Tuesday 1st  10am @ Olton  -  Word & Prayer - Carol Andrews 

Sunday 6th  10am @ Christ Church - Holy Communion - Mark Fisher 

Sunday 13th 10am @ Christ Church - Worship - Andy Vail 

Thursday 16th 10am @ Hobs Moat  -  Fellowship Prayers 

Saturday 19th  2pm @ Hobs Moat  -  Messy Church 

Sunday 20th 10am @ Christ Church - Harvest Festival - Mark Fisher 

Thursday 24th 10am @ Olton  -  Praying with the Papers 

Sunday 27th 10am @ Christ Church - Worship - Nick Stanyon 
 
 
 
LECTIONARY READINGS 

September 6th  
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 and Psalm 125   Isaiah 35:4-7a and          
Psalm 146    James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17    Mark 7:24-37 

September 13th 
Proverbs 1:20-33 and Psalm 19 or Wisdom of Solomon 7:26 8:1   
Isaiah 50:4-9a and Psalm 116:1-9    James 3:1-12    Mark 8:27-38 

September 20th 
Proverbs 31:10-31 and Psalm 1    Wisdom of Solomon 1:16-2:1, 12-22 
or Jeremiah 11:18-20 and Psalm 54    James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a             
Mark 9:30-37 

September 27th 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 and Psalm 124    Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16,  
24-29 and Psalm 19:7-14    James 5:13-20    Mark 9:38-50 
 

9 

Hobs Moat Singing For Pleasure will start again on Thursday    
10th September at 2pm. We need more singers so come 
and join our friendly group at Hobs Moat Church. No 
audition needed just a love of singing and making music 
together. 

          We charge £2 a session . This covers music, refreshments and                 
 a donation to the church for running costs.                                                                                  
             Janet Ince 

 



10 

 

 

  
  

  
 

 

  

COACH TRIPPERS UNITED 

LLANGOLLEN CANAL BOAT TRIP 
THURSDAY, 17th SEPTEMBER 

We shall be going on a Horse-Drawn Cruise along the beautiful Llangollen 
Canal.  The 2-hour trip will include a 20-minute break at       
the Chain Bridge Hotel to enable passengers to view the 
Horseshoe Falls (don’t forget to bring your camera!).             
The inclusive cost will be £30. 

If you would like to come, please contact Val Cross (706 9687) 
by Sunday, 6th September.  The coach will leave Olton URC at 8.30am. 

We are also starting to gather suggestions for 2016 trips, so could you let a 
committee member have  these as soon as possible, and please put your 
name on so  that we can consult you about  it. 

  

PASSION FLOWER 

Ten creamy petals stood for the 10 Apostles present 
at the Crucifixion. 
The blue filament above the petals for the Crown of 
Thorns and Christ’s Halo. 
The five stamens represented Christ’s five wounds 
and the nails that made them. 
The three styles the hammer that drove in the nails. 
The coiling tendrils of the passion vine stood for the scourges. 
And the delicate leaves were the hands of Christ’s persecutors. 

The Passion Flower was used by Spanish Missionaries as an                
interpretation of Christianity whilst teaching the Indians of South    
America.                                                                                                         
        Mary Newbery 
 
 
 

7 

an initial investment of £2.50. Matt Smith, Director of the Centre for 
Entrepreneurs, said of the report: “The contribution of migrant entre-
preneurs is, to be frank, breathtaking”  

Report by Revd. Peter Sellick (Churches & Industry Group Birmingham) 

 
DIARY OF EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 

Thursday 3rd      2pm   Singing for Pleasure  @ Hobs Moat 

Saturday 5th       3pm   Induction of Moderator @ Sutton Coldfield 

Sunday 6th          3pm – 6pm   Open Manse  @ the Manse 

Monday 7th        10,30am -12.30pm  Moments Dementia Cafe @ CC 

Tuesday 8th        10.30am Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ HM 

Wednesday 9th   Induction of Canon Jane Kenchington as Rector 
      of Solihull @ St Alphege 

Thursday 10th    2pm   Singing for Pleasure @ HM 
                              7.30pm   Hatchford Brook Churches Together   

Monday 14th     10.30am-12.30pm   Moments Dementia Cafe @ CC 
                             12.30pm   Generations Lunch Hour @ CC 

Thursday 17th   Coach Trip to Llangollen.  8.30am from Olton 
                             2 pm   Singing for Pleasure @ HM 

Saturday 19th    10am – 4pm   CREATE Day  @ Hobs Moat  
                              with Messy Church at 2pm 

Monday 21st     1-.30am-12.30pm   Moments Dementia Café @ CC 
          6pm   Cinnamon Faith Action Audit @ Renewal CC 
                             7.30pm   Elders' Meeting @ Hobs Moat 

Tuesday 22nd    10.30am  Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ HM 

Thursday 24th    2pm   Singing for Pleasure @ HM 

Monday 28th      10.30am-12.30pm  Moments Dementia Café @ CC 

 

   



6 

THE OTHER STORY ABOUT IMMIGRATION 

“The contribution of migrant entrepreneurs is, to be frank,           
breathtaking”  One in seven British companies was founded or            
co-founded by migrants, according to a report by the Centre for       
Entrepreneurs and company data business, Duedil. The Daily Mail    
noted the statistics and reported that in the UK ‘people born abroad 
are almost twice as likely to start a business’ as resident citizens.      
Birmingham is the second most popular location in the UK for            
foreign-born entrepreneurs – after London.  

Migrants-contribute.org.uk is a grassroots campaign that aims to 
demonstrate the positive contribution that migrants make to British 
life. The study showed that migration has brought approximately     
£6.8 billion-worth of qualified skills and education from their home 
countries into the UK economy – and to the detriment of their home 
economies.  

Famous migrants have notched up an impressive number of business 
success stories, such as Kingfisher and EasyJet.  There are currently 
456,073 migrant entrepreneurs in the UK running active companies, 
with some running more than one venture.  The majority of migrant 
entrepreneurs hail from Ireland, India, and Germany.  

American and Chinese entrepreneurs are also behind a significant 
number of UK-based businesses.  Almost every country across the 
globe is represented by at least a handful of founders or company   
directors. According to recent data from the Office for National        
Statistics, while only 10.4pc of those born in this country go on to start 
businesses, entrepreneurial activity stands at 17.2pc for migrants.  

Creatingourjobs.org gives a number of case studies of the migrant-
founded businesses that now employ over 1.16m people. For instance, 
Perween Warsi, CBE, is the founder and chief executive of S&A Foods. 
Her company is one of the UK’s most successful independent food 
businesses, making up to 1.5 million chilled ready-meals a week.      
Perween began her business after emigrating here from India in the 
1970s, as a kitchen table start-up:  Perween began making samosas on 
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 CHRIST CHURCH   

Prayers for our family, friends, and relatives:   

Audrey Tarplee and her family following her sister’s death. 
Brenda Cotes, Barbara and Keith Fisher, Rachel Perks, Jenkins family, 
Doris Thompson, John Calvin, Syd  and Michelle, Michael Hogg,        
and Thea. 
Our love and thoughts are with all these people, in Jesus’s name. 
                      Amen. 
  
Please remember your harvest boxes on 20th September.  
              Bridget 

 

HOBS MOAT 

These people need our thoughts and prayers, we ask for God's 
blessing on each of them and those who care for them:                 
Jean and Brian Mather, Joan Shaw, Vera Thomas, Thelma Phillips, 
Nita Renshaw, Irene Lambert and partner Keith, and Alf Andrews. 
 
Bereavement. 
We send our condolences to Peggy Crosby and her family after the 
sad loss of Peggy's husband Harold on the 30th of July in Heartlands 
Hospital. Harold was 92.  His funeral Is on the 25th of August at    
Robin Hood at 1-30pm.  We keep Peggy and her family in our       
prayers at this sad time . 
         Jeanne   
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FOOD BANK – ZIMBABWE STYLE! 
Last Thursday, 115 mainly old or sick people made their weekly trek     
to Silveira House and queued patiently, waiting for their names to be 
called in order to collect food parcels and clothing.  A good Jesuit  
friend commented: ‘It will be a disastrous year.  Most areas have had 
too little rain so there will be a poor harvest.  Businesses continue to 
close down either partially or completely with more job losses. The 
masters of the game continue to suck blood from the people, taking 
huge sums of money to safety outside the country.’   

FOOD PARCELS are laid out neatly on the lawn. Leo Mazengula, with 
whom I am often in contact concerning other matters, organizes the 
distribution of food and regularly visits the sick.  Silveira House is a 
Christian Aid partner benefitting from United Reformed Church 
‘Commitment for Life’ funds used for: Integrated learning, skills and 
entrepreneurship.                                                                                             
        Johnston Simpson 

Zimbabwe Day at Church House:  Thursday 22th October.                          
Emai:  linda.mead@urc.org.uk  for more details.  All are welcome. 

 

 

Commitment for Life  Prayer 

We pray for Silviera House, which works with communities to help 
build small enterprise schemes including plumbing, carpentry, sewing 
and juice making.  We pray that these schemes allow people to         
financially support their families and give something back to their           
local community. 
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HARVEST  -  YOUR CONTRIBUTION  -  Your reflection is invited …. 

Thoughts of Harvest Festival are likely to be of flowers, fresh produce 
(either from the garden or the greengrocer), displays of tins and    
packets of food and favourite hymns about ploughing, fields and corn. 
Certainly it is important, and perhaps more so, that we who live       
removed from the world of agriculture take time to recognise who 
helps to sustain our life, and give thanks. 

We might, however, broaden the significance of Harvest Thanksgiving 
to all those things that help to sustain our lives.  So, we consider all 
those involved in getting fresh food from farms to our table  -  
transport, processing and packaging, retail etc.  In the setting of a care 
home (through the Generations Project) we have considered ‘All good 
gifts around us’, which is much to do with the carers who attend to 
residents’ every need. 

The inter-dependence of our human life is central to who we are, and 
each of us has a role in helping to sustain the lives of others.  We are 
part of other people’s ‘Harvest’.  So for this year’s Thanksgiving we  
are going to consider what each of us has contributed to sustaining 
the lives of others.  The Harvest of our Work is about what we have 
been employed to do, but also home and family-building.  It may be 
efforts put into a  community activity or campaigning and working for 
a particular cause - anything that sustains life. 

Even though most will have left the world of work and employment 
behind, you are encouraged to consider what, through your life, you 
have contributed to sustaining life. 

Elsewhere in this Newsletter are details of our ‘Create Day’ on 19th 
September. This is an opportunity to give some time to sharing     
something of the gifts you have contributed to others over the years.  
We have folk who have designed, manufactured, managed, advised,      
supported, guided, taught, served. We will share these on the day,  
but also illustrate them in some way as a branch on ‘The Tree of 
Life’   -  a wall hanging that we will have in church and which will be 
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SOLIHULL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

An amalgamation of three fellowships - Hobs Moat, Olton and          
Christ Church -  Solihull URC seeks to continue serving the three        
communities in a different way.  Sunday worship is focused at Christ 
Church, but opportunities at other times and in other places are          
being explored and developed. 

Prayer is at the heart of what we are doing, as our desire is to fulfil  
God’s calling to us as a Christian fellowship. 

We invite you to join us on the exciting and challenging journey we      
are on, and look forward to seeing you in the future. 
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Power of Prayer Competition 
Excited and inspired by the power of prayer? Are you a budding     
prayer writer? Commitment for Life is looking for prayers for our      
Prayer Partners 2016. The prayers can be based on one of our partner 
countries, the issues they face or about campaigning  for justice. 
f you feel inspired to write a prayer, send it either by post to Church 
House, 86, Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT or by email to Linda 
Mead imeadcfori@gmail.com. By sending an entry you give us         
permission to share the prayer and for churches to reproduce it. 
Chosen entries will be published in Prayer Partners 2016 which goes 
out in our November mailing. Entries need to be in by the end of    
September. 
 

NEWS FROM EducAid Africa 

Welcome to our ninth Newsletter. As Trustees we were all very  
disappointed that we were unable to visit Kenya this year, but we 
hope that the articles in the Newsletter will give all our sponsors and 
supporters information about the fund-raising activities taking place 
to raise money for our charity.  
Floods Hit Kenya.   We received distressing news from Stephen 
Arome that they had been suffering from heavy rain. The rain was  
so heavy that he had been unable to travel and visit schools. The 
rains have caused serious damage in some parts of the country. 
Some lives have been lost and some families continue to be left 
homeless because of the floods.  
Eunice Kalama, one of our sponsored pupils, reported that their 
house was swept away by flood water and the family is now living 
with friends as internally displaced people. Eunice’s parents are    
unemployed so it will not be easy to build another house.  
 

The complete Newsletter is on the noticeboard. 
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KEY CONTACTS 

Minister          
Mark Fisher                  mjf.urc@me.com      07950 399615 

Church Contacts 
Olton 
   Duty Elder         07961 216867 
Hobs Moat 
   Duty Elder         07549 610765  
Christ Church 
   Gordon Justham     gordonjustham@talktalk.net   01564 776229 

Worship Rotas 
Enid Chapman         0121 706 1851 
Janet Ince                 artist4you@btinternet.com    0121 706 0204 
Gordon Justham       gordonjustham@talktalk.net     01564 776229 

Website                 www.solihullurc.org.uk                               
  

  

OCT0BER NEWSLETTER 

Material for the October edition is due to 
Marian Batten 0121 689 8213 
mborchard@blueyonder.co.uk 

by Sunday, 20th September, please. 

  

 SOLIHULL 
          United Reformed Church  

   Christ Church -  Hobs Moat— Olton 

September 2015 Newsletter 

“When you reap the harvest of your 
land, you shall not reap your field 
right up to its edge, neither shall 

you gather the gleanings after your    
harvest.  And you shall not strip 
your vineyard bare, neither shall 

you gather the fallen grapes of your 
vineyard. You shall leave them for 

the poor and for the sojourner:          
I am the Lord your God.” 

Leviticus 19 
   

 


