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MAY NEWSLETTER 

Material for the May edition 

is due to Marian Batten 0121 689 8213 

mborchard@blueyonder.co.uk 

by Sunday, 24th April, please. 

KEY CONTACTS & INFORMATION 
 
Minister  
Revd. Mark Fisher     07950399615   0121 291 4726 
   mjf.urc@me.com 
 
Church Secretary 
Mr Gordon Justham    07540 289855  01564 776229 
   gordonjustham@talktalk.net 
 
Website 
   www.solihullurc.org.uk 
 
Hall Lettings in Hobs Moat, Olton or Christ Church – 
       details are on the website. 
 
Generations Project - enabling the Church in care homes 
   www.generationssolihull.org.uk       
   generationssolihull@icloud.com 
 
Moments - a dementia cafe 
  Mondays 10am—12 noon@ Christ Church 
  Details from Mark Fisher - contacts above 
 

  

 SOLIHULL 
          United Reformed Church  

   Christ Church -  Hobs Moat— Olton 

  

  April 2016 Newsletter 

‘For as by a man came death, by a man has come the     
resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so           

in Christ shall all be made alive.' 

    1 Corinthians 15:21-22 
 
 

‘I want to know Christ – yes, to know the power of          
his resurrection and participation in his sufferings,              
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow,    

attaining to the resurrection from the dead.’ 

    Philippians 3. 10-11 
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SOLIHULL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

An amalgamation of three fellowships - Hobs Moat, Olton and Christ 
Church -  Solihull URC seeks to continue serving the three                    
communities in a different way.   Sunday worship is focused at Christ 
Church, but opportunities at other times and  in other places are          
being explored and developed. 

Prayer  is at the heart of what we are doing, as our desire is to fulfil 
God’s calling to us as a Christian fellowship. 

We invite you to join us on the exciting and challenging journey we      
are on, and look forward to seeing you in the future. 
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 Generous God. 
 We come to you with joy. 
 We delight In you above all else. 
 In you we find our safety and our shelter. 
 You give us space to grow and flourish 
 nd shower the abundance of your love upon us. 
 Take our longings, our dreams, our hopes for the journey 
 and walk with us along the living way. 
         Jan Berry 
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MAN AT THE BUS STOP 

He waited for me to get on the bus, indicating I could go 
first despite the fact he was at the bus stop when                
I arrived.  His clothes were old, tatty – and not very clean.  
He sniffed and snuffled.  Clearly he had a cold – so                
I thought to myself, ‘I don’t want to get too near’. 

Despite this thought he sat opposite me and I felt a bit 
resentful as I didn’t want to catch his cold. 

Then, as he wiped his nose with a rather dubious looking 
grey/white handkerchief, I noticed the back of his hand.  
There was a tattoo.  It was a thin chain with a cross    
hanging from it.  And below the cross was a heart.  As he 
put the hanky away I noticed his other hand –    upon which there  
was yet another tattoo - a Christian cross. 

God bless him.   ‘Never judge a book by its cover’ – such a true saying.  
And as the Bible rightly says, ‘Judge not and you shall not be judged’.  
The clothes and cleanliness really don’t matter.  Jesus would have 
loved him I am sure.  And he obviously loves Jesus.                                
          CA 

CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME 

Do you have a story or experience you would like to share?                              
The Editor would be pleased to hear from you. 
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His story - My story   -   Mark invites us to share …. 

Our Lent groups have explored a little of the story of Christians in 
different parts of the world, and how different circumstances have 
shaped faith and faith has shaped life within those circumstances  -  
enabling a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and a part in the 
building of the Kingdom of God.  We have witnessed lives often lived 
counter to the society around, but always with a vision and a hope of 
something that God sketches out for us and offers to assist us in     
bringing to reality. 
All this speaks to me of lives that are reflective, creative, purposeful in 
bringing the Gospel story alive in our own time, in putting Christ at    
the centre of our everyday living, however joyful, messy, hard or harsh 
it may be. 
We have celebrated Easter - the resurrection and life of Christ. This is 
not an annual occasion but rather a daily event, as we seek to allow 
Christ into the weft and warp, the ups and the downs of our lives. 
In our shared story as Solihull URC we have begun to share the stories 
of three congregations, but also ourselves as the constituent parts,    
and we need to continue sharing our personal accounts of daily life  
and faith amongst ourselves and with others. 
The Meeting Place is to be a resource to enable us to do this, offering 
the coffee lounge for informal conversation, the activity space to give 
opportunity to use arts and crafts, the story room to encourage our  
exploration of various stories  -  Biblical, Church, significant Christians, 
others in the community and ourselves. 
I imagine that many of us are not used to ‘telling our story’. The         
biography section of bookshops are full of celebrities and sports       
personalities.  I wonder why?  Because I imagine that most are no   
more interesting than what you or I might offer. So I am excited that 
we will be encouraged to share what is at the heart of our lives and 
faith. 
Of course, this is to do with us as people, rather than some resourced  
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rooms.  It will, I trust, invigorate our mission and witness wherever our 
story leads  -  Hobs Moat, Olton, Central Solihull and further afield. 
I look forward to sharing the next part of our story with Christ with you. 
         Mark  Fisher 

  
Christian Aid.    

On 14th May there will be the Annual Coffee Morning at the               
Methodist Church Hall.  We will be managing the book 
stall, and I will be pleased to accept any paper-backs.  

On 15th May there will be a special Christian Aid      
service at the Methodist Church, prior to the following 
collecting week. I will be happy to hear from my usual helpers, and 
anyone else who feels they could help in any way during that week, 
and at the coffee morning. Thank you ,  

Bridget. 

  

 LECTIONARY READINGS FOR APRIL 

 April 3rd 
Acts 5:27-32    Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150    Revelation 1:4-8      
John 20:19-31 

April 10th 
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)    Psalm 30    Revelation 5:11-14    John 21:1-19 

April 17th 
Acts 9:36-43    Psalm 23    Revelation 7:9-17    John 10:22-30 

April 24th 
Acts 11:1-18    Psalm 148    Revelation 21:1-6    John 13:31-35 
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2kg of child formula and 0.5kg of sugar. These baskets are currently 
available in-country at local markets that have the capacity to         
respond to this increased demand.  The cash transfers and food 
handouts will help farmers to access food and quickly get back to    
focus on the crops. 

Their programme also brings together initiatives that promote              
sustainable, thriving and resilient livelihoods where communities      
are shown how to prepare for shocks and manage the risks. Some        
projects are supporting girls’ and boys’ education, in and out of 
school, to raise their numeracy and literacy skills and fight child 
abuse. They will promote life and vocational skills development,     
promote entrepreneurship, market development as well as             
preparedness and disaster risk reduction. 

COMMITMENT FOR LIFE PRAYER 

We pray for all Christian Aid partners in the region who are helping so 
positively in the current drought situation, and for the communities 
who are struggling to survive.    

 

 

FAIRTRADE GOODS 

Thank you very much for your recent support of the Fairtrade stall.  
We hope to have it fairly regularly on the 4th Sunday in the month, 
but not today as it is Easter.                                                                                               
           Gerry Candy 

 

 LEPROSY MISSION 

Many thanks to all who donate to theLeprosy Mission, which has   
enabled  me to send them £358.73.   Your help is much appreciated. 
         Sue Plant 
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 ZIMBABWE  -  Stories for Change 119 

As we mentioned last month Zimbabwe experienced two poor          
agricultural seasons resulting in a huge loss in household incomes and 
therefore the ability to purchase food 
people can’t grow themselves. 

Christian Aid’s Zimbabwe office is 
working on finalising a Country Level 
Emergency Preparedness Plan, which 
will go a long way to improving the  
resilience of poor men and women. It 
will help with anticipating, coping and 
recovering from shocks and hazards such as the prevailing food         
insecurity. Programme integration is now  more key than ever, as the 
effectiveness of long- term development interventions will now        
depend, to a large extent, on how the programme will respond to the 
immediate food security situation.  In anticipation of drought, the    
programme has supported communities in dry areas to produce 
drought-tolerant crops, such as sorghum and rosella, all with firm links 
to commercial markets. In addition the program continues to promote 
disaster risk reduction and preparedness among communities, as well 
as agriculture which conserves moisture in times of low rainfall.  

While these measures and other income-generating activities are 
strengthening household and community resiliency, the severity of this 
year’s drought has had an adverse effect on these communities as 
well. The programme is likely to be affected as the farmers spend time 
and energy chasing food, at the expense of land preparation and    
managing their crops during the season.  

Following extensive needs assessments and consultations, Christian 
Aid partners are seeking to support vulnerable households in the form 
of monthly money vouchers to address their basic and immediate 
needs. These will be paid via mobile phone banking to purchase the 
World Food Programme food baskets from local markets.  These      
typically contain 6kg of cereal, 2kg of pulses, 750ml of cooking oil,    
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By the time you read this    
the Meeting Place with its  
Activity Space will be ‘open 
for business’. 
Moments dementia cafe and 
the Job Club are here on a 
Monday morning, and various 
possibilities for other times of 
the week are being explored. 
Some link with activities in 
the halls by different organisations (Dance School, Mums & Tots).          
Some are to be created by ourselves -  story time for instance. 
Naturally, volunteers are needed to enable this project to fulfil its     
purpose. The roles are: 
 Serving in the kitchen (tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits etc.)   
 Clearing tables etc.    
 Simply being a ‘customer’ and sharing friendly conversation  
  Leading a creative activity. 
Over time opportunities to welcome, through various activities, and 
support those who might otherwise be isolated or lonely will be        
expanded, and we will be inviting folk to share stories and faith. 
You may feel that you do not have a part to play, but there is             
opportunity for everybody. Bring your neighbours and friends to     
share in activities, spread the word about what is going on and be    
part of the publicity. Also, share any ideas that might contribute to   
our aim - to be supportive to any who need - to share our story. 
Please speak to Elaine Jones or Judy Fisher if you wish to help in the 
kitchen.  
Please speak to Linda Faber if you could help with children’s activities. 
If you just need to learn more about the whole project, speak to Mark. 
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DIARY for APRIL – Worship, Prayer and Evemts 
  
Friday 1st 

10am   Prayers for the Community  -  Olton 
Sunday 3rd 

10am   Morning Worship (not Holy Communion) - Christ Church 
Monday 4th 

10am        Moments dementia cafe @ Christ Church 
10.30am   Job Club @ Christ Church 

Tuesday 5th 
10.30am   Messy Church @ Christ Church 

              10.30am   Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ Hobs Moat 
Thursday 7th 
`      2pm        Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 
Sunday 10th 

10am        Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
Monday 11th 

10.00am    Moments dementia cafe @ Christ Church 
10.30am   Job Club @ Christ Church 
12 noon     Generations & Moments Lunch Hour 

Tuesday 12th 
11am       Holy Communion @ Hampton House 

Thursday 14th 
2pm         Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 

Saturday 16th 
   10am        Fellowship Prayers @ Hobs Moat 

2.30pm    A Pleasant Saturday Afternoon  @ Hobs Moat 
Sunday 17th 

10am       Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
11.30am   Annual Church Meeting 

Monday 18th 
10am        Moments dementia cafe @ Christ Church 
10.30am  Job Club  @ Christ Church 
7.30pm     Elders’ Meeting @ Hobs Moat 
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HOBS MOAT 

 The following friends and families need need our prayers and     
thoughts at this time  .We ask for God's blessing on each of them and 
all who are carers as they cope each day:  Alf Andrews, Peggy Crosby, 
Jean and Brian Mather, Maureen Bellamy, Joan Shaw, Vera Thomas, 
Nita Renshaw and family, Irene Lambert,and partner Keith,                
Thelma Phillips and Pamela Baly. 
Jean Kershaw has now moved into Sheltered  Accommodation.          
We wish her happiness in her new home and pray that she will enjoy 
meeting new friends. Love and good wishes from everyone at Solihull 
URC.   Jean's new address is : Flat 22, Dove Tree Court, 287 Stratford 
Road, Shirley, Solihull.  B90 3AR 
                                                                                              Jeanne. 
       
Monday Night Club programme for April. 

            4th    Jewellery, handbags and accessories sale with Kim 
                    11th   Talk on the work of the Citizens Advice Bureau 
                    18th   Card Game "Hoi"  
                    25th   Musical evening with Val and Peter on Saxophone     
          and Piano 

Please come and join us. 7-30 to 9-30 at Hobs Moat for an enjoyable 
evening,with refreshments.           
 
  

                                       CHRIST CHURCH 

Let us keep the following friends and relatiives in our prayers: 

Keith and Barbara, the Jenkins Family, Syd and Michelle, Thea, Brenda,              
Gordon Straight and Doris Thompson.  

May God bless them all.                                                                               
         Bridget 
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Many of us had brought offerings of food for the meal we shared and 
enjoyed afterwards in our newly refurbished Meeting Place.  Barrie      

and helpers, we are so grateful for all the work you 
have put into  making the Meeting Place such an 
attractive couple of rooms.  Our Palm Sunday meal 
felt as if we were well and truly christening the place 
as a church family.  I would guess about  60-70     
people shared fellowship in the meal.  Looking at the 
food which Elaine, Maureen and helpers had laid out 
so attractively for us, I thanked God for our               

wonderful church family.  I hope that we have many more family 
meals in our Meeting Place.  Then we will have yet more memories  
to cherish of happy times spent together       
         Carol Andrews 

 OLTON 

 PRAYERS  for,  and  NEWS  of,  OUR  CHURCH  FAMILY 

In our thoughts and prayers we include our whole church family,    
remembering above all, those in special need:  Mark and Judy,      
Pam Tovey, and Sheila Durant who has had a pacemaker fitted.        
It’s good to have Josie Loftus worshipping with us again after the  
winter months. 

Also, just a piece of personal news: I recently became a great-
grandmother as my grandson, David, and his partner, Sarah, have  
just received the final certificate making their adoption of a baby girl, 
Daisy, official. 

May God’s blessing rest on one and all!                                                   
          Rita. 

Thank you to all friends for prayers and good wishes for my          
pacemaker operation.                                                                                
         Sheila Durant 
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Tuesday 19th 
10.30am  Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ Hobs Moat 
11 am  Holy Communion @ Tudor Lodge 

Wednesday 20th 
10am       Worship @ The Grove 

Thursday 21st 
    2pm        Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 
Saturday 23rd 

7.30pm   Sing!  Bentley Heath Concert @ Christ Church 
Sunday 24th 

10am    Morning Worship with Praying with the Papers 
Monday 25th 

10am        Moments dementia cafe  @ Christ Church 
10.30am  Job Club @ Christ Church 

 Wednesday 27th   
 10am     Worship @ Fairfield 

Thursday 28th 
     2pm       Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 

A PLEASANT SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

Hobs Moat Singing for Pleasure Group invite you and your friends to a  
 
      PLEASANT SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

           on 16th April at 2.30pm. 

            at Hobs Moat Church 

Come and be entertained.  You are invited to tell a funny story, read  
poetry, play an instrument, sing a song, tell a joke or just enjoy yourself 
listening.  The entertainment will be followed by tea/coffee and cake.  
Donations will go to Christian Aid. 

More information from Janet Ince, 706 0204. 
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SING!  BENTLEY HEATH  
 Community Choir Springtime Concert  

‘Songs from Stage and Screen’  

at  Christ Church URC, Solihull at 7.30pm on 23rd April.  

The programme will include a range of musical styles with some great 
pop classics and stage songs like ‘Let the River Run’, ‘Forever Autumn’, 
‘Circle of Life’ and ‘Sing!’ provided by the all-age mixed choir. 

Tickets £7.50 can be bought on-line from our box office (50p extra to 
cover booking fees) or direct from ‘Palmers‘ on Knowle High Street.   

Not on-line? please ring or text 07582 083651  
or ask Gordon Laurie in church 

COACH TRIPPERS UNITED   

Worcester and Spetchley Park 
Thursday, 21st April 

Spetchley Park is a 30 acre Victorian garden set in front of a Bath stone 
Georgian mansion and deer park, with far-reaching views towards the  
Malverns.  The gardens open at 11am, but the café opens at 10.30.   
Therefore we propose to have a leisurely country drive to arrive at           
the café for coffee before exploring the gardens (admission £6).            
Light lunches are available.   We will then go into Worcester, near to       
the cathedral, the shops and  the river. 

The coach will leave Olton URC at 8.30am.  The fare will remain at £18, 
which includes a tip for the driver, and any surplus will be used to          
subsidise admission fees. 

The person to contact if you would like to come is Val Cross on                 
706 9687.  Please contact her at least ten days before the event, so        
that the coach  can be booked. 
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 A JOYOUS DAY 

There is no doubt about it in my mind – church just seems to get better 
and better!  Of course we are not perfect – and there are certainly 
things I’d like to tweak a bit – or even a lot!  You probably think likewise.  
But the joy and feeling of a loving SURC family seems to be growing.  
Praise the Lord! 

One particularly joyous day that will stick in my mind was Palm Sunday. 
We’d planned a special family meal for that day.   The anniversary     
leading up to Easter is very serious of course, and most of us have   
heard the story of Jesus riding on a colt into Jerusalem many times.   
But, despite the familiarity of the story, Mark added thought-provoking 
facts and gave us more food for thought.  

The children had gone out for Sunday club early 
on Palm Sunday. With Trixie and Judy’s help, 
they’d made a delightful miniature Easter      
garden, complete with the tomb and the stone 
– plus plenty of primulas in flower.  There on 
the hillside stood three small wooden crosses – 
as stark reminders of Good Friday. The primulas remind us that Easter is    
all about new life and Christ has risen – the tomb is empty! 

When the children returned we had a real treat from the Faber family, 
who had brought some Lego - for us all to play with!  Old and young 
alike, each one of us was given a piece of Lego, with which we would 
collectively build our ‘house of prayer’.   We used our individual Lego 
bricks for private prayer for members of our own families and friends.  
We touched the little knobs on the bricks, to aid our concentration on 

prayers for particular people.  Then we swapped our 
Lego bricks with someone else in church – and 
prayed for that person; who in turn prayed for us.  
Finally we used our Lego bricks to build a collective  
house of prayer.  Anna and Rebecca Faber ensured 
that a cross was  built on top using the Lego bricks! 



8 

SING!  BENTLEY HEATH  
 Community Choir Springtime Concert  

‘Songs from Stage and Screen’  

at  Christ Church URC, Solihull at 7.30pm on 23rd April.  

The programme will include a range of musical styles with some great 
pop classics and stage songs like ‘Let the River Run’, ‘Forever Autumn’, 
‘Circle of Life’ and ‘Sing!’ provided by the all-age mixed choir. 

Tickets £7.50 can be bought on-line from our box office (50p extra to 
cover booking fees) or direct from ‘Palmers‘ on Knowle High Street.   

Not on-line? please ring or text 07582 083651  
or ask Gordon Laurie in church 

COACH TRIPPERS UNITED   

Worcester and Spetchley Park 
Thursday, 21st April 

Spetchley Park is a 30 acre Victorian garden set in front of a Bath stone 
Georgian mansion and deer park, with far-reaching views towards the  
Malverns.  The gardens open at 11am, but the café opens at 10.30.   
Therefore we propose to have a leisurely country drive to arrive at           
the café for coffee before exploring the gardens (admission £6).            
Light lunches are available.   We will then go into Worcester, near to       
the cathedral, the shops and  the river. 

The coach will leave Olton URC at 8.30am.  The fare will remain at £18, 
which includes a tip for the driver, and any surplus will be used to          
subsidise admission fees. 

The person to contact if you would like to come is Val Cross on                 
706 9687.  Please contact her at least ten days before the event, so        
that the coach  can be booked. 

 
9 

 A JOYOUS DAY 

There is no doubt about it in my mind – church just seems to get better 
and better!  Of course we are not perfect – and there are certainly 
things I’d like to tweak a bit – or even a lot!  You probably think likewise.  
But the joy and feeling of a loving SURC family seems to be growing.  
Praise the Lord! 

One particularly joyous day that will stick in my mind was Palm Sunday. 
We’d planned a special family meal for that day.   The anniversary     
leading up to Easter is very serious of course, and most of us have   
heard the story of Jesus riding on a colt into Jerusalem many times.   
But, despite the familiarity of the story, Mark added thought-provoking 
facts and gave us more food for thought.  

The children had gone out for Sunday club early 
on Palm Sunday. With Trixie and Judy’s help, 
they’d made a delightful miniature Easter      
garden, complete with the tomb and the stone 
– plus plenty of primulas in flower.  There on 
the hillside stood three small wooden crosses – 
as stark reminders of Good Friday. The primulas remind us that Easter is    
all about new life and Christ has risen – the tomb is empty! 

When the children returned we had a real treat from the Faber family, 
who had brought some Lego - for us all to play with!  Old and young 
alike, each one of us was given a piece of Lego, with which we would 
collectively build our ‘house of prayer’.   We used our individual Lego 
bricks for private prayer for members of our own families and friends.  
We touched the little knobs on the bricks, to aid our concentration on 

prayers for particular people.  Then we swapped our 
Lego bricks with someone else in church – and 
prayed for that person; who in turn prayed for us.  
Finally we used our Lego bricks to build a collective  
house of prayer.  Anna and Rebecca Faber ensured 
that a cross was  built on top using the Lego bricks! 



10 

Many of us had brought offerings of food for the meal we shared and 
enjoyed afterwards in our newly refurbished Meeting Place.  Barrie      

and helpers, we are so grateful for all the work you 
have put into  making the Meeting Place such an 
attractive couple of rooms.  Our Palm Sunday meal 
felt as if we were well and truly christening the place 
as a church family.  I would guess about  60-70     
people shared fellowship in the meal.  Looking at the 
food which Elaine, Maureen and helpers had laid out 
so attractively for us, I thanked God for our               

wonderful church family.  I hope that we have many more family 
meals in our Meeting Place.  Then we will have yet more memories  
to cherish of happy times spent together       
         Carol Andrews 

 OLTON 

 PRAYERS  for,  and  NEWS  of,  OUR  CHURCH  FAMILY 

In our thoughts and prayers we include our whole church family,    
remembering above all, those in special need:  Mark and Judy,      
Pam Tovey, and Sheila Durant who has had a pacemaker fitted.        
It’s good to have Josie Loftus worshipping with us again after the  
winter months. 

Also, just a piece of personal news: I recently became a great-
grandmother as my grandson, David, and his partner, Sarah, have  
just received the final certificate making their adoption of a baby girl, 
Daisy, official. 

May God’s blessing rest on one and all!                                                   
          Rita. 

Thank you to all friends for prayers and good wishes for my          
pacemaker operation.                                                                                
         Sheila Durant 
 

 

 

7 

Tuesday 19th 
10.30am  Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ Hobs Moat 
11 am  Holy Communion @ Tudor Lodge 

Wednesday 20th 
10am       Worship @ The Grove 

Thursday 21st 
    2pm        Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 
Saturday 23rd 

7.30pm   Sing!  Bentley Heath Concert @ Christ Church 
Sunday 24th 

10am    Morning Worship with Praying with the Papers 
Monday 25th 

10am        Moments dementia cafe  @ Christ Church 
10.30am  Job Club @ Christ Church 

 Wednesday 27th   
 10am     Worship @ Fairfield 

Thursday 28th 
     2pm       Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 

A PLEASANT SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

Hobs Moat Singing for Pleasure Group invite you and your friends to a  
 
      PLEASANT SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

           on 16th April at 2.30pm. 

            at Hobs Moat Church 

Come and be entertained.  You are invited to tell a funny story, read  
poetry, play an instrument, sing a song, tell a joke or just enjoy yourself 
listening.  The entertainment will be followed by tea/coffee and cake.  
Donations will go to Christian Aid. 

More information from Janet Ince, 706 0204. 



6 

DIARY for APRIL – Worship, Prayer and Evemts 
  
Friday 1st 

10am   Prayers for the Community  -  Olton 
Sunday 3rd 

10am   Morning Worship (not Holy Communion) - Christ Church 
Monday 4th 

10am        Moments dementia cafe @ Christ Church 
10.30am   Job Club @ Christ Church 

Tuesday 5th 
10.30am   Messy Church @ Christ Church 

              10.30am   Neighbourhood Coffee Morning @ Hobs Moat 
Thursday 7th 
`      2pm        Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 
Sunday 10th 

10am        Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
Monday 11th 

10.00am    Moments dementia cafe @ Christ Church 
10.30am   Job Club @ Christ Church 
12 noon     Generations & Moments Lunch Hour 

Tuesday 12th 
11am       Holy Communion @ Hampton House 

Thursday 14th 
2pm         Singing for Pleasure @ Hobs Moat 

Saturday 16th 
   10am        Fellowship Prayers @ Hobs Moat 

2.30pm    A Pleasant Saturday Afternoon  @ Hobs Moat 
Sunday 17th 

10am       Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
11.30am   Annual Church Meeting 

Monday 18th 
10am        Moments dementia cafe @ Christ Church 
10.30am  Job Club  @ Christ Church 
7.30pm     Elders’ Meeting @ Hobs Moat 
 
 11 

HOBS MOAT 

 The following friends and families need need our prayers and     
thoughts at this time  .We ask for God's blessing on each of them and 
all who are carers as they cope each day:  Alf Andrews, Peggy Crosby, 
Jean and Brian Mather, Maureen Bellamy, Joan Shaw, Vera Thomas, 
Nita Renshaw and family, Irene Lambert,and partner Keith,                
Thelma Phillips and Pamela Baly. 
Jean Kershaw has now moved into Sheltered  Accommodation.          
We wish her happiness in her new home and pray that she will enjoy 
meeting new friends. Love and good wishes from everyone at Solihull 
URC.   Jean's new address is : Flat 22, Dove Tree Court, 287 Stratford 
Road, Shirley, Solihull.  B90 3AR 
                                                                                              Jeanne. 
       
Monday Night Club programme for April. 

            4th    Jewellery, handbags and accessories sale with Kim 
                    11th   Talk on the work of the Citizens Advice Bureau 
                    18th   Card Game "Hoi"  
                    25th   Musical evening with Val and Peter on Saxophone     
          and Piano 

Please come and join us. 7-30 to 9-30 at Hobs Moat for an enjoyable 
evening,with refreshments.           
 
  

                                       CHRIST CHURCH 

Let us keep the following friends and relatiives in our prayers: 

Keith and Barbara, the Jenkins Family, Syd and Michelle, Thea, Brenda,              
Gordon Straight and Doris Thompson.  

May God bless them all.                                                                               
         Bridget 
  



12 

 ZIMBABWE  -  Stories for Change 119 

As we mentioned last month Zimbabwe experienced two poor          
agricultural seasons resulting in a huge loss in household incomes and 
therefore the ability to purchase food 
people can’t grow themselves. 

Christian Aid’s Zimbabwe office is 
working on finalising a Country Level 
Emergency Preparedness Plan, which 
will go a long way to improving the  
resilience of poor men and women. It 
will help with anticipating, coping and 
recovering from shocks and hazards such as the prevailing food         
insecurity. Programme integration is now  more key than ever, as the 
effectiveness of long- term development interventions will now        
depend, to a large extent, on how the programme will respond to the 
immediate food security situation.  In anticipation of drought, the    
programme has supported communities in dry areas to produce 
drought-tolerant crops, such as sorghum and rosella, all with firm links 
to commercial markets. In addition the program continues to promote 
disaster risk reduction and preparedness among communities, as well 
as agriculture which conserves moisture in times of low rainfall.  

While these measures and other income-generating activities are 
strengthening household and community resiliency, the severity of this 
year’s drought has had an adverse effect on these communities as 
well. The programme is likely to be affected as the farmers spend time 
and energy chasing food, at the expense of land preparation and    
managing their crops during the season.  

Following extensive needs assessments and consultations, Christian 
Aid partners are seeking to support vulnerable households in the form 
of monthly money vouchers to address their basic and immediate 
needs. These will be paid via mobile phone banking to purchase the 
World Food Programme food baskets from local markets.  These      
typically contain 6kg of cereal, 2kg of pulses, 750ml of cooking oil,    
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By the time you read this    
the Meeting Place with its  
Activity Space will be ‘open 
for business’. 
Moments dementia cafe and 
the Job Club are here on a 
Monday morning, and various 
possibilities for other times of 
the week are being explored. 
Some link with activities in 
the halls by different organisations (Dance School, Mums & Tots).          
Some are to be created by ourselves -  story time for instance. 
Naturally, volunteers are needed to enable this project to fulfil its     
purpose. The roles are: 
 Serving in the kitchen (tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits etc.)   
 Clearing tables etc.    
 Simply being a ‘customer’ and sharing friendly conversation  
  Leading a creative activity. 
Over time opportunities to welcome, through various activities, and 
support those who might otherwise be isolated or lonely will be        
expanded, and we will be inviting folk to share stories and faith. 
You may feel that you do not have a part to play, but there is             
opportunity for everybody. Bring your neighbours and friends to     
share in activities, spread the word about what is going on and be    
part of the publicity. Also, share any ideas that might contribute to   
our aim - to be supportive to any who need - to share our story. 
Please speak to Elaine Jones or Judy Fisher if you wish to help in the 
kitchen.  
Please speak to Linda Faber if you could help with children’s activities. 
If you just need to learn more about the whole project, speak to Mark. 
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rooms.  It will, I trust, invigorate our mission and witness wherever our 
story leads  -  Hobs Moat, Olton, Central Solihull and further afield. 
I look forward to sharing the next part of our story with Christ with you. 
         Mark  Fisher 

  
Christian Aid.    

On 14th May there will be the Annual Coffee Morning at the               
Methodist Church Hall.  We will be managing the book 
stall, and I will be pleased to accept any paper-backs.  

On 15th May there will be a special Christian Aid      
service at the Methodist Church, prior to the following 
collecting week. I will be happy to hear from my usual helpers, and 
anyone else who feels they could help in any way during that week, 
and at the coffee morning. Thank you ,  

Bridget. 

  

 LECTIONARY READINGS FOR APRIL 

 April 3rd 
Acts 5:27-32    Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150    Revelation 1:4-8      
John 20:19-31 

April 10th 
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)    Psalm 30    Revelation 5:11-14    John 21:1-19 

April 17th 
Acts 9:36-43    Psalm 23    Revelation 7:9-17    John 10:22-30 

April 24th 
Acts 11:1-18    Psalm 148    Revelation 21:1-6    John 13:31-35 
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2kg of child formula and 0.5kg of sugar. These baskets are currently 
available in-country at local markets that have the capacity to         
respond to this increased demand.  The cash transfers and food 
handouts will help farmers to access food and quickly get back to    
focus on the crops. 

Their programme also brings together initiatives that promote              
sustainable, thriving and resilient livelihoods where communities      
are shown how to prepare for shocks and manage the risks. Some        
projects are supporting girls’ and boys’ education, in and out of 
school, to raise their numeracy and literacy skills and fight child 
abuse. They will promote life and vocational skills development,     
promote entrepreneurship, market development as well as             
preparedness and disaster risk reduction. 

COMMITMENT FOR LIFE PRAYER 

We pray for all Christian Aid partners in the region who are helping so 
positively in the current drought situation, and for the communities 
who are struggling to survive.    

 

 

FAIRTRADE GOODS 

Thank you very much for your recent support of the Fairtrade stall.  
We hope to have it fairly regularly on the 4th Sunday in the month, 
but not today as it is Easter.                                                                                               
           Gerry Candy 

 

 LEPROSY MISSION 

Many thanks to all who donate to theLeprosy Mission, which has   
enabled  me to send them £358.73.   Your help is much appreciated. 
         Sue Plant 
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MAN AT THE BUS STOP 

He waited for me to get on the bus, indicating I could go 
first despite the fact he was at the bus stop when                
I arrived.  His clothes were old, tatty – and not very clean.  
He sniffed and snuffled.  Clearly he had a cold – so                
I thought to myself, ‘I don’t want to get too near’. 

Despite this thought he sat opposite me and I felt a bit 
resentful as I didn’t want to catch his cold. 

Then, as he wiped his nose with a rather dubious looking 
grey/white handkerchief, I noticed the back of his hand.  
There was a tattoo.  It was a thin chain with a cross    
hanging from it.  And below the cross was a heart.  As he 
put the hanky away I noticed his other hand –    upon which there  
was yet another tattoo - a Christian cross. 

God bless him.   ‘Never judge a book by its cover’ – such a true saying.  
And as the Bible rightly says, ‘Judge not and you shall not be judged’.  
The clothes and cleanliness really don’t matter.  Jesus would have 
loved him I am sure.  And he obviously loves Jesus.                                
          CA 

CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME 

Do you have a story or experience you would like to share?                              
The Editor would be pleased to hear from you. 
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His story - My story   -   Mark invites us to share …. 

Our Lent groups have explored a little of the story of Christians in 
different parts of the world, and how different circumstances have 
shaped faith and faith has shaped life within those circumstances  -  
enabling a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and a part in the 
building of the Kingdom of God.  We have witnessed lives often lived 
counter to the society around, but always with a vision and a hope of 
something that God sketches out for us and offers to assist us in     
bringing to reality. 
All this speaks to me of lives that are reflective, creative, purposeful in 
bringing the Gospel story alive in our own time, in putting Christ at    
the centre of our everyday living, however joyful, messy, hard or harsh 
it may be. 
We have celebrated Easter - the resurrection and life of Christ. This is 
not an annual occasion but rather a daily event, as we seek to allow 
Christ into the weft and warp, the ups and the downs of our lives. 
In our shared story as Solihull URC we have begun to share the stories 
of three congregations, but also ourselves as the constituent parts,    
and we need to continue sharing our personal accounts of daily life  
and faith amongst ourselves and with others. 
The Meeting Place is to be a resource to enable us to do this, offering 
the coffee lounge for informal conversation, the activity space to give 
opportunity to use arts and crafts, the story room to encourage our  
exploration of various stories  -  Biblical, Church, significant Christians, 
others in the community and ourselves. 
I imagine that many of us are not used to ‘telling our story’. The         
biography section of bookshops are full of celebrities and sports       
personalities.  I wonder why?  Because I imagine that most are no   
more interesting than what you or I might offer. So I am excited that 
we will be encouraged to share what is at the heart of our lives and 
faith. 
Of course, this is to do with us as people, rather than some resourced  
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SOLIHULL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

An amalgamation of three fellowships - Hobs Moat, Olton and Christ 
Church -  Solihull URC seeks to continue serving the three                    
communities in a different way.   Sunday worship is focused at Christ 
Church, but opportunities at other times and  in other places are          
being explored and developed. 

Prayer  is at the heart of what we are doing, as our desire is to fulfil 
God’s calling to us as a Christian fellowship. 

We invite you to join us on the exciting and challenging journey we      
are on, and look forward to seeing you in the future. 
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 Generous God. 
 We come to you with joy. 
 We delight In you above all else. 
 In you we find our safety and our shelter. 
 You give us space to grow and flourish 
 nd shower the abundance of your love upon us. 
 Take our longings, our dreams, our hopes for the journey 
 and walk with us along the living way. 
         Jan Berry 
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MAY NEWSLETTER 

Material for the May edition 

is due to Marian Batten 0121 689 8213 

mborchard@blueyonder.co.uk 

by Sunday, 24th April, please. 

KEY CONTACTS & INFORMATION 
 
Minister  
Revd. Mark Fisher     07950399615   0121 291 4726 
   mjf.urc@me.com 
 
Church Secretary 
Mr Gordon Justham    07540 289855  01564 776229 
   gordonjustham@talktalk.net 
 
Website 
   www.solihullurc.org.uk 
 
Hall Lettings in Hobs Moat, Olton or Christ Church – 
       details are on the website. 
 
Generations Project - enabling the Church in care homes 
   www.generationssolihull.org.uk       
   generationssolihull@icloud.com 
 
Moments - a dementia cafe 
  Mondays 10am—12 noon@ Christ Church 
  Details from Mark Fisher - contacts above 
 

  

 SOLIHULL 
          United Reformed Church  

   Christ Church -  Hobs Moat— Olton 

  

  April 2016 Newsletter 

‘For as by a man came death, by a man has come the     
resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so           

in Christ shall all be made alive.' 

    1 Corinthians 15:21-22 
 
 

‘I want to know Christ – yes, to know the power of          
his resurrection and participation in his sufferings,              
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow,    

attaining to the resurrection from the dead.’ 

    Philippians 3. 10-11 
 


