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The world and all that is in it belong to the Lord; the earth 

and all who live on it are his. 
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SOLIHULL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

Solihull URC has united three congregations from Olton, Hobs Moat and 
Christ Church (town centre). We retain premises in Hobs Moat and in Central 
Solihull. Sunday worship is focused in the town centre, but we seek to witness 
in all three communities. 

We share our mission with other Churches and in partnership with others in 
the community. We invite you to join us as we seek to be faithful disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 

www.solihullurc.org.uk 
www.centralsolihullchurches.org.uk 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

VACANT - Minister 

Gordon Justham - Church Secretary & Elder 

Chris Harman - Treasurer & Elder 

Linda Faber - Mission Enabler & Lettings Administrator 

Maureen Butler - Elder (worship & prayer, charities, social activities) 

Trixie Harman - Elder (Youth & Children) 

Barrie Jones - Elder (Property, Health & Safety) 

Elaine Jones - Elder (Administration, Data protection, Catering) 

Jackie Justham - Elder (charities, social activities) 

Gordon Laurie – Elder 

 

Areas of special responsibility are listed in brackets. 

All Elders have responsibility for pastoral care. 
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For those who know me well it will come as no surprise that I am yet 
again on holiday as you read this. It seems natural that I should make 
some reference to those already enjoyed. 

Fiona and I are celebrating 50 years of marriage this year so our big 
present to ourselves was a tour of Japan in late March. As many of you 
will know, Japan imported Buddhism from China and it sits happily 
alongside Shinto. The nature of Shinto as a faith should not be 
misunderstood. Because ritual rather than belief is at the heart of 
Shinto, Japanese people don’t usually think of Shinto as a religion – it’s 
simply an aspect of Japanese life. Their devotion to worship and 
respect for everyone and everything is quite uplifting.    

Nearer to home, a weekend in Winchester was a complete eye opener. 
The majesty of Winchester Cathedral is inspiring. Great respect is paid 
to the Hampshire Regiments and their fallen, just as you would find in 
Lichfield Cathedral to the Staffs. We had an interesting chat with one of 
the guides, Jennifer, who confirmed that she was actually a Roman 
Catholic and could not understand why the Church of England had so 
many different branches, such as the URC, for example. A brief and 
friendly clarification was required! 

The Great Hall overlooking Winchester houses a round table which 
folklore would have it could have come from the Court of King Arthur 
himself. 

This is not the only round table we have seen recently. In June we 
visited the beautiful Italian Region of Emilia-Romagna and visited the 
Benedictine monastery of Pomposa Abbey in Codigoro. In the refectory 
there is a large representation of the Last Supper but contrary to the 
usual depictions, Jesus is sitting with the Disciples at a round table. A 
different take on events but he is at 12.00 o’clock. 

Equally unusual were the churches and baptisteries of Ravenna. A 
beautiful town where you will never see Christ depicted on the cross. 
Their claim to fame is that they did not crucify Christ. Something for 
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the tourists, methinks. As we know, the Crucifixion and the 
Resurrection are inseparable.   

The churches of this region are beautiful with their frescos and art 
work, including mosaics, but the memory I took away was from the 
Church of San Petronio in Bologna. There are armed guards on the 
door to stop Muslim activists from continuing their attempts to destroy 
a medieval fresco. Why you may ask. Well, quite simply, this medieval 
fresco depicts Mohammed descending into Hell. Provocation in spades.  

Nothing new under the sun as my late father would say. 

Unfortunately provocation and confrontation appear nowadays to be 
trending. Rather than listen to other points of view and discuss the 
issues sensibly we appear to be opting for a “tribal” stance where “Be 
reasonable, see it my way” is the order of the day. Brexit must take 
some of the blame for hardening stances, or at least revealing them. 

I have just finished reading a book called “The Power of Yes”. The 
objective of the guidance is to give practical advice to help live life to 
the full. It is not, and would never claim to be, a substitute for Bible 
study which is our true guidance for how we conduct ourselves but the 
section on how “Yes” helps in embracing compromise is particularly 
useful. 

I think a good mantra for the months ahead could be “The answer is 
yes, what’s the question?”   

I dearly hope that consensus and compromise can be active additional 
ingredients in our lives and worship. 

Gordon Laurie 
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DIARY FOR SEPTEMBER 
 
Sunday 1st 10am: Communion – Ian Carnell 
Monday 2nd  10am: Moments 
Sunday 8th 10am: Worship – Gordon Justham 
Monday 9th 10am: Moments 
                        12:30pm: Elders Meeting 
Tuesday 10th 10:30am: Hobs Moat Neighbourhood Coffee Morning 
Thursday 12th  10am: Tots & Tales 
                            1:30pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Solihull URC 
Sunday 15th 10am: Worship (Church Meeting) – Alan Cotgreave 
Monday 16th 10am: Moments 
                           10am: Shout Out for the Girls Workshop 
Thursday 19th 10am: Tots & Tales 
                            1:30pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Solihull URC 
Sunday 22nd 10am: Worship (Songs of Praise) 
Monday 23rd  10am: Moments 
Tuesday 24th  10:30am: Hobs Moat Neighbourhood Coffee Morning 
Wednesday 25th 11am: Alpha Course 
Thursday 26th  10am: Tots & Tales 
                            1:30pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Solihull URC 
Saturday 28th Harvest Social, details TBC 
Sunday 29th 10am: Worship (Harvest Service) – Linda Faber 
Monday 30th  10am: Moments 
 

 
 
All regular groups meet as usual. Please see your group leader for 
further information and ask them to put specific dates in the newsletter 
each month. Don’t forget to use the calendar at the back of church. 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
I hope by now that you have all been made aware that we are planning 
to produce a directory of all those who are a part of our church 
fellowship. If you have been in church over the last few weeks you 
should have been given a personalised sheet which contains all the 
information that we have on you (name address, phone number etc.)  
Many of you have returned your sheet with any corrections and 
permissions for use already—but there are quite a few which have not 
been collected yet. Please could you look out for any that you might be 
able to deliver to those who live near you. We can only put into the 
directory those for whom we have permission and we will only 
distribute the directory to those who are in it.  
We have a deadline of September 15th for the return of the forms so a 
swift helping hand would be appreciated. 
 
 
 

AWAY DAY 
We are beginning to look forward to our church Away Day which will 
be on Saturday 12th October at Lillington Free Church near Leamington 
Spa. We are not taking a coach this year so if you are able to give a lift 
to another or if you need a lift please sign the form on the table at the 
back of church. We hope that as many people as possible will come 
and join in. 
 
  
 

HARVEST 
Our Harvest weekend this year is September 28th and 29th. This is a 
great opportunity to invite friends and relatives to come and join in this 
celebratory weekend. We will be holding a social evening on the 
Saturday evening and our harvest service on the Sunday. Please look 
out for information about items to donate at our harvest Sunday 
service. 
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ALPHA COURSE 
The Alpha course is a widely used introduction to the Christian faith for 
those who have questions about life. Please consider who you could 
bring along or invite. We will be holding the course beginning 
Wednesday 25th September 11am-1pm including a light lunch. There 
are 10 weekly sessions plus a Saturday (26th October). There will be a 
talk on the topic of the day, a short time of worship, a time of 
discussion in small groups and lunch.  
If you would like to help run the course I would love to hear from 
you—I need people to help with the food, and co-lead the discussion 
time, and set-up and tidy-up. Please look out for further information, 
advertising and invitations. 
 
 
 

HOBS MOAT COFFEE MORNINGS 
Dates for Tuesday Coffee Mornings at Hobs Moat from 10.30am until 
12 noon. 

 10 September 

 24 September 
All are welcome for a cuppa and chat. 
Anne and Annette 
 
 
 

STILL NEEDED 
Solihull Churches Action on Homelessness (SCAH) give out emergency 
packages of items for people who have nothing who are moving in to 
accommodation. There are about 100 items in each pack such as 
kitchenware, bathroom ware and bedding. These all need purchasing 
by volunteers. Are you someone who can do some shopping on behalf 
of SCAH. Please see Linda or Bridget if you might be able to give some 
time for this project. 
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FAIRTRADE 
I know you would all like to express your thanks to Gerry for all the 
work she has done by selling Fairtrade products. We also know that she 
has done much for Commitment for Life and informing us through 
various newsletter updates of events in Zimbabwe who we, as a 
church, have supported for many years. These contributions have 
made a world of difference to those experiencing difficulties of which 
Gerry has kept us informed. They also benefited from the bonus we 
received from our Fairtrade sales.  
So many thanks Gerry for your commitment and help, it was 
appreciated.  
Irene Bound 
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION (TWAM) 
This is a charity which the church has supported a long time ago, and 
one which I have recently used. Their main work is collecting tools and 
equipment and then passing these on to the 400 partner communities.  
The tools are sorted into “trade kits” before being taken to their 
central depot where they are moved into containers which are shipped 
to the partner communities, mainly in Africa but also in Asia, the 
Americas and Eastern Europe. 
The tools may be carpentry, building, plumbing, garden tools, 
computers, bicycles, wheel chairs etc. 
TWAM is a Christian organisation with depots around the UK. Every 
year they send about 22 containers to their partners. 
If you wish to contribute you may bring the tools etc., to my house 
where I have cleared a corner of the garage to store them. I will 
periodically take them to the TWAM depot in Coventry. 
This is quite separate from the official Church charities which we have 
adopted at a Church Meeting. 
Alan Kembery 
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TOTS AND TALES 
Following Judy Fisher moving on, Sue Plant and I are looking for 
someone else to join us in running Tots and Tales, our parent and 
Toddler group on Thursday mornings, Term time 10-11.30am. We 
would love to have someone who is willing to tell simple Bible stories 
as well as being friendly and welcoming to the adults and children. 
Please speak to me (Linda Faber) or Sue Plant for further information. 
 
 
 

SPONSORED CHILD – MARIAMA 
We have the latest letter and picture from Mariama and an account of 
how our money is being spent – on goat farming! 
Here is how one local woman benefitted. “I initially received two 
female goats and one billy goat. Thanks to the training I received on 
how to care for my animals, they were very healthy and successfully 
bred and soon I had six goats. I passed two of the youngest goats onto 
another woman in my village so she could also start rearing goats. It’s 
one of the rules of the scheme – you have to pass at least two of the 
animals onto a neighbour, it’s a revolving scheme, so everyone 
benefits. 
I have also sold two of my four remaining goats to pay for my eldest 
daughter’s school fees, as well as buy her a new school uniform, shoes 
and a bag. The remaining two goats are thriving and one is pregnant. I 
also use the dung to improve the soil in my kitchen garden”. 
From Mariama’s field worker. 
Mariama is healthy girl who is presently on her two weeks Easter 
holiday. Her elder sister who is doing her higher Education level in the 
city has also come home for the holiday. She will be doing all the 
cooking while Mariama and her mum will be harvesting the vegetables 
and selling them at the market. 
Mariama’s drawing and a new photo are on the noticeboard. 
Anne Cherry 
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COACH TRIPPERS UNITED 
TINTERN ABBEY and CHEPSTOW 
Thursday September 19th 2019 

 
The first port of call will be Tintern Abbey – a romantic ruin famous for 
inspiring William Wordsworth. We then move on to Chepstow. Built in 
a strategic position overlooking the River Wye this was a mediaeval 
power house and is now a lively town combining the best of ancient 
and modern. 
 
Places of interest include the Castle and St. Mary’s Priory both 
examples of post-roman Norman architecture dating from the 11th 
century, the Museum housed in a Georgian building and last but not 
least an interesting High Street made up of boutiques and Victorian 
and Georgian buildings.  
 
As usual the coach will leave at 8.30 prompt from West Warwicks Sport 
and Social Club in Grange Road and will cost no more than £25 
including a tip for the driver. To book a place ring Val on  0121 706 
9687 at least one week before the trip. Cancellation costs will apply. 
Anne Cherry 
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FLOWERS 

Do you enjoy the flowers each Sunday?  Is it good that we can send 
them to someone who is unable to come to church? If you answer yes 
to both of these questions perhaps you could offer to bring in a bunch 
to stand on the Communion table for our worship and then to be taken 
out to a friend who needs cheering up! 
We really need your help and you do not need to be a good flower 
arranger, just a willing shopper, who can put a bunch of flowers in a 
vase. This request is for men as well as ladies!! There may even be help 
available. Please let me know if you can help with this worthwhile task. 
Thank you.  
Trixie Harman 
 
 
 

SUNDAY DUTIES 
Recently there have been plenty of names put on the blank rotas but 
there are usually two or three gaps. Let us see if we can now get a full 
house each month. There are some folk who occasionally put their 
name down and might be tempted do it slightly more frequently. If 
anyone who has never done a duty wants to give it a go have a word 
with me, I will be very reassuring.  
Alan Kembery 
 
 
 

SINGING FOR PLEASURE 
We are starting at our new venue on Thursday 12th September at an 
earlier time of 1:30pm. We will be in the Café area at Warwick Road 
and also using the Activity room. If you are interested please come and 
join us. We do have fun and there is no audition. 
Janet Ince  



12 
 

PROGRESS SO FAR 
In May we held our Annual Church Meeting and we followed that by 
lunch together and an afternoon looking ahead to 12 months forward 
and 4 years forward. We are already a quarter of a year into that 12 
month period so I thought I would update you on how we are doing on 
the list of proposals we put together. 
 
Within 12 months 
 
New signage for JPH entrance—since we are looking at some 
permanent change for the church buildings I suggest a temporary sign 
which will not cost us so much. A banner of the type we use to 
advertise Messy Church can be purchased which can be secured over 
the current sign. This would easily last a year or 3 until we have begun 
other works. No one has made the purchase yet. 
 
Do something with Warwick Road with regard to improving our 
‘visibility’ eg Sails—I have looked at the cost of some ‘sails’ which we 
can put outside the church when we have services going on or at other 
times—these wouldn’t be left out permanently. They will cost between 
£100 and £150 each depending on which fixings we wanted. I propose 
we purchase 2. Again we would hope to address this issue of visibility 
on Warwick Road even further when we undertake changes to our 
building. And we can still use the sails after any permanent changes 
too. 
 
Develop small groups—No discussion has been undertaken yet (that I 
am aware of) with regard to small groups. 
 
Look at running Alpha or similar—we have committed to running an 
Alpha Course beginning Wednesday 25th September 11am-1pm 
including a light lunch. Please see separate article for details. We are 
aware that choosing a day-time slot precludes some people attending, 
we can look at running an evening course another term. 
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Keep eye on variety of music in Sunday worship (make sure we are 
including modern songs as well as older songs and hymns)— It 
depends, of course, what you call ‘modern’ songs, and keep in mind 
that the books we used were published in 2005 (Mission Praise) and 
1991 (Rejoice and Sing). I have looked up all the songs we have sung 
since May and there is a fairly good spread. Songs written post 1990 
(when arguably there was a shift in Christian music to the more 
‘modern’) are poorly represented with only 2 having been sung (but 
again see noted publishing dates for our song books). What do you 
think about the spread of songs that have been chosen recently—do 
you think we have had a good variety in the last 3 months? 
 
Bring proposal for building within 1 year—Gordon has received a 
quote from an architect for undertaking a feasibility study and is 
seeking 2 more as agreed at church meeting in July. 
 
Keep going with schools—we have no current firm plans for working 
with local schools but have no reason to doubt that Yew Tree will 
continue to invite us to work with them in the coming terms as we did 
last year. 
 
Within 4 years 
 
Bigger Sunday congregation — it was suggested that we pick a figure 
to aim at eg. 15% (which is 7 more on average by May 2023). Our 
average for this year so far is 50. We took part in the weekend of 
invitation to encourage our friends and neighbours to have a taster of 
church. We continue to try to clarify our mission strategy (also required 
for writing our profile for a new minister) and are working on 
improving our media presence through tweaking the website with 
updates and using Facebook more (I have been sending 2 or 3 
messages per week) and Instagram (I have signed up to Instagram but 
haven’t posted anything yet!). 
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Better social media integration—see above 
 
Lunch club—minimal discussions have been undertaken about such a 
project but a few suggestions have been floated: we await the closure 
of Hobs Moat where a lunch club has been in operation. 
 
Building as soon as possible—see feasibility study news in the ‘within 
12 months’ section. 
 
Fence to secure garden for children—we made a satisfactory 
temporary fence for Messy Church in July and a secure outdoor space 
will be included in the feasibility study. 
 
I think there is still quite a bit of discussion to be had by the Elders and 
congregation to clarify our 4-year aims but this was as far as we got in 
the time available. 
 
Please feel free to talk to me about any of these points. Linda Faber 
 
 
 

HARVEST APPEAL 
When donating to our harvest appeal this year please keep in mind the 
points made by this article written by someone from the Methodist 
church and used with permission. 
Linda Faber 
 
Handy Tips when Donating to a Food Bank 
All donations are very gratefully received. The following tips are from a 
food bank volunteer to help you decide which are the most useful 
items to donate. 
Each parcel is designed to provide its recipient(s) with food for 3 days 
and this means tins and jars feature heavily (literally). Parcels have to 
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be carried home and so weight has to be considered. For this reason 
powdered dried milk is a useful addition to the cartons of milk and 
packets of instant custard are appreciated rather than tins, instant 
mash rather than tinned potatoes.  
Care is taken with the packing to ensure that nothing gets damaged or 
squashed, so tins and jars at the bottom and packets of crisps and 
cereal at the top. This also makes the carrier bags less likely to topple 
over if the person carrying them needs to put them down and have a 
rest. Weight is split fairly evenly between the bags and strong 
supermarket bags are vitally important. 
Donors often generously give large packets of, say, cornflakes. It is 
sometimes helpful however to have smaller packets that are enough 
for a 1-person parcel. Smaller packets of teabags are also appreciated 
for the same reason, so that larger packs do not have to be opened in 
the hope that there are smaller packs inside. Packets of instant pasta 
or noodles are appreciated. Imagine the recipient’s pleasure at getting 
home and having something hot almost straight away, before they 
need to do any preparation other than boil a kettle. 
Baked beans are frequently donated, as is tomato soup. Other 
welcomed items include tinned fruit or sponge puddings and custard, 
sauces to go with pasta or rice, milk to go with breakfast cereals and 
hot drinks, and both savoury and sweet snacks.  Always in shortest 
supply are tinned fruit, rice pudding, cooking oil, milk and sugar, 
spaghetti and Ryvita. 
Anything containing nuts such as Honey Nut Cornflakes and the less 
obvious such as pesto, cannot be used because of the risks to allergy 
suffers. Grapefruit cannot be included in the food parcels because it 
can affect the way some medicines are absorbed.  
All items are first checked for the sell-by date. Those with the shortest 
dates are used first so are still welcome.  
Why not pop an extra item or two in your shopping trolley and help 
others desperately in need? 
Karen Handford 
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KEY CONTACTS & INFORMATION 
  
Minister  
VACANT 
  
Church Secretary 
Mr. Gordon Justham: 07540 289855 - 01564 776229 - 
gordonjustham@talktalk.net 
  
Website 
www.solihullurc.org.uk 
  
Hall Lettings  07925 573259 solihullurc@gmail.com 
  
Generations Project - enabling the Church in care homes 

www.generationssolihull.org.uk    generationssolihull@icloud.com 
  
Moments 

Mondays 10am—12 noon@ Central Solihull 
 
 
 
 

 

 
OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 

Material for the October edition 

Is due to Stuart Mills: 07931 614393 

stuartkmills@gmail.com 

by Sunday 22nd September please. 


