
1 
 

 

 

SOLIHULL 
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Serving Central Solihull, Olton and Hobs Moat 

Communities 

 

December 2019/January 2020 Newsletter 

 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 

be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9: 6 
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SOLIHULL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

Based in the town centre, Solihull URC seeks to minister and witness to 
the local community, the wider town and the areas of Olton and Hobs 
Moat where we have formally had a worshipping presence. 

We share our mission with other Churches and are in partnership with 
others in the community. We invite you to join us as we seek to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

www.solihullurc.org.uk 
www.centralsolihullchurches.org.uk 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

VACANT - Minister 

Gordon Justham - Church Secretary & Elder 

Chris Harman - Treasurer & Elder 

Linda Faber - Mission Enabler & Lettings Administration 

Maureen Butler - Elder (worship & prayer, charities, social activities) 

Trixie Harman - Elder (Youth & Children) 

Barrie Jones - Elder (Property, Health & Safety) 

Elaine Jones - Elder (Administration, Data protection, Catering) 

Jackie Justham - Elder (charities, social activities) 

Gordon Laurie – Elder 

 

Areas of special responsibility are listed in brackets. 
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As 2019 is drawing to a close I expect you too are reflecting upon how 
the year has passed. We begin the New Year with hope and 
expectation, and for some, me included, anxiety and dread at the 
thought of leaving the EU. Why? For those of you who lived through 
the Second World War we needed one another. Some lasting 
friendships were made. There is much wrong with the EU but surely 
changes could have been made from within. 

As I am thinking about writing this piece our country seems to be in 
turmoil, so much anger is being generated in parliament, families are 
experiencing difficulties. Friends have different viewpoints and so the 
Brexit saga rolls on. I find it hard to believe that we will return to a 
period of stability and normality. We must remember that God is 
always with us, guiding and protecting us, that belief helps to keep us 
going, where would we be without our faith? I have often wondered 
about that in times of adversity. What resources do non-believers 
have? As we approach the season of Advent our thoughts turn to the 
events that took place in Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago. The stories 
and the carols are so familiar, most have been with us since childhood. 
For us Christmas is about the celebration of a baby who, as he grew up, 
would make a huge impact on the world. It is also spending time with 
family and friends. I find all the advertising at this time of year obscene, 
encouraging us to spend more and more money.  

A long time ago one of our daughters suggested that we should be 
challenged to spend no more than £2 for each gift we gave each other 
(£5 in today’s money). The results were amazing. So much time, 
thought and effort was engendered. We received jars planted with 
mini gardens, ceramic pots with bulbs, Alan made wooden tool racks 
for the garden sheds. We all agreed that donor and recipient gained far 
more than usual. This continued until the arrival of grandchildren. As 
our thoughts extend beyond Christmas we again wonder what the New 
Year will bring. It is probably best that we do not know. The only sure 
knowledge we have is that God will never let us down, he will always 
be there to help and guide us.  
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Wishing you all a joyous and peaceful Christmas and a happy and 
healthy New Year from both of us. Judith 

 

 

DIARY FOR DECEMBER 
Sunday 1st  10am: Worship - 1st Sunday in Advent, Gift Service & 

Communion – Ian Carnell 
Monday 2nd  10am: Moments 
 12:30pm: Elders Meeting 
Thursday 5th  10am: Tots & Tales 
                            1:30pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Solihull URC 
Friday 6th 7pm: Solihull Hospital Christmas Concert hosted by 

us. Tickets from the chaplaincy 
Saturday 7th  10am: Last Saturday Café  
Sunday 8th 10am: Worship - 2nd Sunday in Advent – Linda Faber 

with musical contributions by Singing for Pleasure 
Monday 9th 10am: Moments 
Thursday 12th  10am: Tots & Tales (last meeting) 
 2pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Brueton Place 
Sunday 15th 10am: Worship - 3rd Sunday in Advent – Ian Carnell 
Monday 16th 10am: Moments 
                           10am: Shout Out for the Girls  
Wednesday 18th 2pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Hampton House 
 6pm: Carol singing at the Hospital – meet in the 

Hospital main Foyer 
Thursday 19th 2:30pm: Singing For Pleasure @ Deerhurst Court 
Sunday 22nd  10am: Traditional Carol Service of lessons and carols 
Monday 23rd  1pm: Carol Service in the Hospital main Foyer 
Tuesday 24th 4pm: All-age Christmas Eve Service – Ian Carnell 
Wednesday 25th 10am: Christmas Day Celebration Service – Gordon 

Justham 
Sunday 29th 10am: Worship – Linda Faber 
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DIARY FOR JANUARY 
Sunday 5th 10am: Communion – Ian Carnell 
Monday 6th 10am: Moments 
Thursday 9th 1:30pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Solihull URC 
Saturday 11th 10am: Saturday Café re-opens 
Sunday 12th 10am: Worship – Linda Faber 
Monday 13th 10am: Moments 
 12:30pm: Elders Meeting  
Wednesday 15th 12:30pm: Churches Together in Central Solihull 

prayer and Bring & Share lunch 
Thursday 16th 10am: Tots & Tales 
 1:30pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Solihull URC 
Saturday 18th WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY BEGINS 
 10am: Saturday Café 
Sunday 19th 10am: Worship – Rev Peter Bates 
 6:30pm: Annual Service for Unity at St Alphege 
Monday 20th 10am: Moments 
 10am: Shout Out for the Girls 
Thursday 23rd 10am: Tots & Tales 
 1:30pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Solihull URC 
Saturday 25th 10am: Saturday Café 
Sunday 26th 10am: Worship (Church Meeting) – Gordon Justham 
Monday 27th 10am: Moments 
Thursday 30th 10am: Tots & Tales 
 1:30pm: Singing for Pleasure @ Solihull URC 
 
 
 
All regular groups meet as usual. Please see your group leader for 
further information and ask them to put specific dates in the newsletter 
each month. Don’t forget to use the calendar at the back of church. 
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FRESH FROM THE WORD: THE BIBLE FOR A CHANGE 
It is time to order the 2020 edition of this helpful IBRA book which will 
inspire your reading of the Bible in a changing world.  It is led by 
theologians, scholars, creative writers, church leaders and activists 
from around the world, and offers notes, prayers and suggestions for 
further thought for every day of the year.  It will be just under £10. 
If you would like a copy, please contact Marian Batten (07855 516687) 
or Irene Bound (0121 449 6367). 
 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
There are only a few copies which have not been given out now. If you 
think you should have one please ask me. Check your entry and alert 
me if there is an error. Linda 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 2019 
This year we are holding an “All Age Christmas Eve Service” at 4pm on 
24 December in the church. This service will be led by Ian Carnell and 
will be suitable for all ages to celebrate the coming of Christmas with 
well known carols, readings and stories. It will be followed by light 
refreshments with an opportunity to chat to one another. We look 
forward to seeing you all with your family and friends at this joyful 
event. 

 
 

INVITATIONS 
Three people have designed Christmas cards which are available and 
include the dates and times of our Christmas services. Please ask Trixie 
for some and give them out (with a warm invitation) to your friends 
and neighbours. 
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SHOEBOXES 

A big THANKYOU to all who in any way contributed to the shoebox 
collection.  We managed 18 and they will soon be on their way to the 
poorest parts of Eastern Europe where they will be gratefully received, 
early next year we shall be able to see the photos of smiling faces as 
they are given out. I know how much hard work goes into these boxes 
so thank you again. Anne Cherry 

 
 
 

JUST A CLOSER WALK WITH YOU 
I am weak but thou art strong 
Jesus keep me from all wrong 
I’ll be satisfied as long 
As I walk, let me walk close to the chorus 
 
Just a closer walk with thee 
Grant it Jesus is my plea 
Daily walking close to thee 
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be 
 
Through this world of toil and snares 
If I falter Lord, who cares 
Who with me my burden share 
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee 
 
Chorus 
When my feeble life is o’er 
Time for me will be no more 
Guide me gently safely o’er 
To thy Kingdom shore, to thy shore anew 
 
From the Happiness and Harmony Salvation Army 
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AWAY DAY 

At our church Away Day in October we looked at the seven churches 
that are written to in Revelation, in chapters 2 & 3. 
 
On our church website you can find a PDF of the handout I gave with a 
summary of each of the letters which always appear in a standard 
form. Also are some notes on the history, to help make sense of the 
imagery, and some photos of the sites of the towns today after 
extensive archaeological digs. 
 
At the Away Day, after looking at the letters in the morning, we went 
on to think about what in the letters was relevant to us also. Using the 
standard form of the Revelation letters, we talked about the positives 
and negatives of our nature, what we thought Jesus would tell us to do, 
the consequences of not doing them, and the eternal results if we did. 
 
I have been using the three instructions of Jesus, that we concluded 
that afternoon, as the subjects for the services that I have been leading 
since then (with the last one still to come in January). 
 
We didn’t do this at the away day, but if I put into a letter of the same 
form as those of Revelation, the things that we said, and concluded, a 
letter to us might read something like the following. 
 
To the angel of the church in Solihull write: 
 
These are the words [they aren’t because I have written them– Linda] 
of the Faithful and True Witness (Rev ch3 v14), who is The Way (John 
ch14 v6), and who holds the seven-fold Spirit of God (Rev ch3 v1). I 
know your deeds, your love, and your reflective and considerate nature. 
 
Nevertheless, I have this against you: you procrastinate and do not put 
into action what you know you should do because you are worried 



9 
 

about what some people will think. Take steps of faith and focus on 
moving forward. Do this being led by the Spirit so that as many as 
possible may be won over. 
 
Those who have an ear, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To those who overcome I will give the prize of the one who 
reaches the finish line, according to his own labour (1 Corinthians ch9 
v27 & ch3 v8) 
 
It gives us a lot to think about when we put our discussions bluntly like 
that doesn’t it? 
Linda Faber 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS WISHES 
"Barrie and Elaine would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas 
and a healthy New Year" In lieu of Christmas cards the money will go to 
the Church Christmas charity. Elaine Jones 
 
 

CHRISTCHURCH  
Before I came here (more than 4 years ago) I understand it was agreed 
by Church Meeting that the church would not be called ‘Christchurch’ 
anymore but would be called ‘Solihull URC’. Whilst we had more than 
one site I can see why the name continued to be used to distinguish it 
from Olton and Hobs Moat (though ‘Central Solihull’ would have 
served and was used by many). But distinguishing between sites is no 
longer relevant – we only have one site now. So please can I ask that 
we no longer ride roughshod over the decision that was made at a 
Church Meeting, and is important to some people who are upset that it 
is being ignored, and all try NOT to use the name ‘Christchurch’ 
anymore (especially in adverts, articles and other written forms).  
Linda Faber 
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CENTRAL SOLIHULL 

We met at 6.45pm on Wednesday 9th October at St Helens, 
commencing with a meal.  
 
The Crib Service will be on 1st December at 3pm in Mell Square. I will 
give further details later as there is a slight problem with a conflict of 
interest.  
 
Prayer Lunches will continue on Wednesday November 20th, January 
15th and March 18th, to which all are invited. They are held in our 
Meeting Place from 12.30 to 1.30. Please bring your own lunch. Drinks 
are provided. 
 
The service in the week of Christian Unity will be held at St Alphege on 
January 17th and the preacher will be a Methodist minister.  

The Walk of Witness will be on Good Friday starting from St 
Augustines Church. It will go via Mell Square, where a short service will 
be held, to St Alphege Church, concluding with Hot Cross Buns and 
coffee. 

The Methodist Church is holding a Pentecost Picnic in Malvern Park 
next year. There will be activities for the children and everyone is 
invited.   

Having dealt with the above events, most of the remaining time was 
taken up discussing the 800th Anniversary of St Alphege. All the 
churches have been invited to participate. A steering group has been 
set up and has already come up with some ideas, one of which is to 
provide 800 acts of kindness. It is also hoped to have a display in the 
library where each church will be asked to show the history of their 
church in Solihull. 

Generations project. The co-ordinator - Diane Webb - has produced an 
informative leaflet which is being supplied to each Church. 
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Christian Coffee/Book shop. John Flannery talked about his dream to 
set one up in Solihull. He has asked for our prayers for it to come to 
fruition. 

Next Meeting will be at Solihull URC on February 5th. 

 
CAROL SINGING at SOLIHULL HOSPITAL 

Wednesday 18th December @ 6pm 
Would you like to spread Christmas comfort and hope to patients in 
Solihull Hospital? If you can join us please see me for more details. 
Please let me know by 5th December. Janet Ince 
 
 
 

SINGING FOR PLEASURE 
Thursday December 5th Singing For Pleasure @ Solihull URC 1.30pm 
Thursday December 12th Singing For Pleasure Christmas Concert @ 
Brueton Place @ 2pm 
Wednesday December 18th Singing For Pleasure Christmas Service @ 
Hampton House @ 2pm 
Wednesday December 18th Carol Singing @ Solihull Hospital @ 6pm 
Thursday December 19th Singing For Pleasure Christmas Service @ 
Deerhurst Court @ 2.30pm 
Some members of the Singing For Pleasure will be singing in the 
morning service on Sunday 8th December. 
NB No Singing For Pleasure on Thursday 26th December 
Thursday 2nd January 2020 
Singing starts again Thursday 9th January 2020 
 

CURTAINS 
There are a number of sets of curtains from Olton and Hobs Moat 
looking for a new home. If anyone is interested in looking at them 
please see Barrie Jones. 
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KEY CONTACTS & INFORMATION 
  
Minister  
VACANT 
  
Church Secretary 
Mr. Gordon Justham: 07540 289855 - 01564 776229 - 
gordonjustham@talktalk.net 
  
Website 
www.solihullurc.org.uk 
  
Hall Lettings in Hobs Moat or Central Solihull – 07925 573259 
  
Generations Project - enabling the Church in care homes 

www.generationssolihull.org.uk    generationssolihull@icloud.com 
  
Moments 

Mondays 10am—12 noon@ Central Solihull 
 
 
 
 

 

 
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 

Material for the February edition 

Is due to Stuart Mills: 07931 614393 

stuartkmills@gmail.com 

by Sunday 19th January please. 


